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From the 
Editor’s Desk

Message from the President

Thanks to the discussion at the March meeting, we have 
resolved the location of the Spring Meet this year (Morris 
County Vo-Tech School). Everyone’s participation and 
input facilitated a solution, and I really appreciate the ow 
of ideas at the meeting. After moving around in the 1950s, 
the Spring Meet has been held in Morris County every 
year since 1959, when it was held inside at the National 
Guard Armory in Morristown. Inclement weather in prior 
years was the motivation to hold the show inside in 1959, 
but we hope for great weather outside at the Vo-Tech 
school in 2026.

Many NJ Region members attend National AACA Tours 
and Meets. It’s worth calling attention to the Annual 
Grand National/Zenith Meet this August at the NB Center 
in Allentown, PA. During the NB Center’s presentation at 
the Convention, they announced that the NB car 
collection will be open to AACA members (only!) on 
Friday, August 21. Without reservation, I recommend you 
take a tour. On Saturday, the NB collection will be closed, 
but everyone wil l  be al lowed onto the Grand 
National/Zenith Show Field on the NB Center grounds on 
Saturday. It is a great setting for the ‘Best of the Best’ 
AACA show cars. For most NJ Region members, 
Allentown is a short enough drive that commuting is a 
realistic option. I encourage you to prioritize attending 
one or both days, so pay attention to details as AACA 
announces them.

thIf you have a Region’s 75  Anniversary License Plate and 
want to display it, you can place it on the front of your 
car—provided your car is registered in New Jersey with 
Historic (QQ) Plates. The NJ State Police do not require a 
front plate on a vehicle with historic registration, so the 

th
75  Anniversary plate can take the place of a front license 
plate. Make sure you keep a proper NJ MVC issued 
historic plate on the back of the vehicle!

Craig, cakunz@verizon.net, 609-466-4899

Passover and Easter are upon us. Can Spring be far 
behind? Hopefully, snow and salt are in our rearview 
mirrors, and we can all get down to the business of 
enjoying the cars.

Opportunit ies abound: Apri l  brings us to the 
Southeastern Spring Nationals in Charlotte, NC and Bill 
& Marc’s Dairy Queen; May offers us the annual NJ 
Region Spring Meet; a car show at Autumn Lake 
Healthcare, both the Hillsborough and Madison 
Parades; and the Eastern Spring Nationals in Indiana, 
PA.

AACA Southeastern Fall Nationals in Oak Ridge, TN and 
the Sentimental Tour starting in Mechanicsburg, PA are 

thoffered in June. We also have the 250  Anniversary 
Parade in Montgomery Twp and Brandywine Living car 
show in Bridgewater. It’s early yet, and I’m sure that Abe 
will come up with at least a couple more Assisted Living 
shows to round out the month.

Our Summer Tour is in the Brattleboro, VT area this year, 
scheduled for mid July. If you haven’t already signed up, 
Bill & Pete’s tours always include something for 
everyone.

And don’t forget, the annual Picnic is held in 
Stroudsburg, PA in August. If you want an interesting 
back roads tour from Rt 80, exit 4 or 611N at 
Cumberland/Portland, send me an email. Bobbi took me 
on some roads. Hilly, windy and tree covered with not too 
many cars in sight. Sure beats the highways!

On a more personal note, Bobbi and I have planned 7 
tours this year, from 3 days to over a week each. Hope a 
few of our NJ Region friends will join us.

No matter where you go with your car, write a paragraph 
or two, take a couple of pictures and share with the Road 
Map. The Road Map is your newsletter. If we can’t go in 
person, we all love to live vicariously.

Safe Travels,
Dick
NJRAACARoadMapEditor@gmail.com
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NJRAACA EVENTS
NATIONAL AACA EVENTS

www.AACA.ORG

 

April 

9-11 Southeastern Spring Nationals, – Charlotte, NC 
– hosted by Hornets Nest Region.  Phillip Cole, 
pcole@wnccumc.net

23-25 Annual Grand Nationals/Western Spring 
Nationals, – Las Vegas, NV – hosted by Las Vegas 
Region. Michael Fecchino, chevyfordply@gmail.com  

May

28-30 Eastern Spring Nationals – Indiana, PA – hosted 
by Shannock Valley Region. Paul Colligan, 
thefarmrv@windstream.net

June

11-13 Southeastern Fall Nationals, – Oak Ridge, TN 
hosted by Volunteer Region. Roger Frazee, 
rkfrazee@gmail.com

15-19 Sentimental Tour – Mechanicsburg, PA – hosted by 
Pontiac-Oakland Worldwide Region. Don Barlup, 
pullman1914@aol.com

July

23-25 Central Spring Nationals – Green Bay, WI. Russ 
Walker, russellswalker@aol.com

August 

5-8,  Southeastern Divisional Tour – Flat Rock, NC – 
hosted by Great Smokey Mountain Region & Little 
Detroit Chapter

19-22 Annual Grand Nationals / Zenith Awards – 
Allentown, PA, Steve Moskowitz, aaca1@aaca.org  
717-534-1910

September 

9-14 Founders Tour (1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA – 
hosted by Historic VA Peninsula Region. Scott Dayton, 
smdayton40@gmail.com

20-26 Revival AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE. 
Dave Anspach, acadave1054@yahoo.com

October

6-9 Eastern Fall Nationals – Hershey, PA – hosted by 
Hershey Region: Bonnie Kulikowski, 
bonnieshepp1925@gmail.com
For additional information on the above events: 
https://aaca.org/aacanationalshowsandtourscalend
ar/  To register: go to the login page at aaca.org

April

2 NJ Region  Meeting, Watnong VFW, 45 Tabor Rd, 
th800

Morris Plains, NJ, 7:30 - 9:30 PM.

25 Ice Cream Social and Car Display Dairy Queen 231 
State Route 31S, Washington, NJ. Chair: Bill Pritchett (908-
581-0411 / wjpritchett@gmail.com) and Marc Bernstein 
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

26 Judging Refresher School, Ashley's Auto Body Shop, 
274 Hillside Avenue, Flanders, NJ 07836. Chairs: Craig Kunz 
and Larry Ashley. 1:00 - 2:30 PM. Snacks provided

May

3 NJ Region Spring Meet, Morris County Vo-Tech 
School, 400 East Main Street (entrance on Fox Hill 
Road), Denville NJ. The school is just under 4 miles 
north along Tabor Road/East Main Street from our 
monthly meeting location and is easy to reach from 
Routes 10 and 80. Chair: Pete Cullen, registration 
opens 8:30 AM, and Judging begins at 11:00 AM.

st7 NJ Region 801  Meeting, Watnong VFW, 45 Tabor Rd, 
Morris Plains, NJ, 7:30 - 9:30 PM.

13 Autumn Lake Healthcare, 35 Cottage Street, Berkeley 
Heights NJ. 12:30 PM to 4:00 PM. Abe Platt, Chair (732-752-
6341/Day of show: 732-433-5319) Lunch, Prizes Rain Date: 
05/19/26

23 Memorial Day Parade, Hillsborough, NJ. Chair: Bob 
Hudak (732-629-1437), assemble between 8:30 - 9:15 AM, 
parade begins 10:00 AM, car show after parade ends at 
12:00 Noon. DONATION TO CLUB PROVIDED.

25 Madison Memorial Day Parade, 47 Kings Rd (at RR 
Station East), Madison, NJ. Chair: Bob Smith, 973-267-
8833. Assemble 8:30 AM, Parade 9:00 AM. DONATION 
PROVIDED. The Region has participated for more than 60 
years.

30 NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Menlo Park, 132 
Evergreen Road, Edison, NJ. Chair: Rick Wagstaff 973-865-
7912 or via email at MadisonNJCarGuy@gmail.com.  12:30 
to 4:00 PM This event is a Brown Bag affair, please bring 

th
your lunch. The raindate: July 25

June
nd4 NJ Region 802  Meeting, Watnong VFW, 45 Tabor Rd, 

Morris Plains, NJ, 7:30 - 9:30 PM.

Cancelled
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NJRAACA EVENTS

6 Brandywine Living at Middlebrook Crossing, 2005 
Rt. 22 West, Bridgewater, NJ. 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM, Chair: 
Abe Platt (732-752-6341/Mobile 732-433-5319) 
Raindate: June 7, 2025

th13 250  Anniversary Parade, Montgomery Twp., NJ. Chair: 
Bob Hudak (732-629-1437), assemble between 8:30 AM - 
9:00 AM, parade begins 10:00 AM, car show after parade 
ends at 12:00 Noon. DONATION TO CLUB PROVIDED

July
rd

2  NJ Region 803  Meeting, Watnong VFW, 45 Tabor Rd, 
Morris Plains, NJ, 7:30 - 9:30

16-20 Annual Region Summer Tour, Brattleboro, VT area. 
Pete Cullen and Bill Pritchett, co-chairs 908-534-9069 (Bill), 
973-650-2957 (Pete)

August
th

16 NJ Region 804  Meeting and Picnic,.VFW Post, 20 
Fawn Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301. 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Abe Platt, Chair (732-752-6341/Day of show: 732-433-5319) 
Rain Date: 09/20/26 DONATION EVENT

September

13 The Bristal at Somerset 1870 Easton Avenue, Somerset, 
NJ 12:30 - 4:00 PM Rain date 09/20 Abe Platt, Chair (732-
752-6341/Day of show: 732-433-5319) Rain Date: 
09/20/26 DONATION EVENT.

13 Wings & Wheels Breakfast & Car Display at Pegasus 
Airpark, 222 Hickory Lane, Stroudsburg, PA. Chair: Pete Cullen 
973-650-2957. 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Multiple Local Clubs, $10 
B'fast Optional, up to 50 Cars.  Free plane rides for youth 8-17,  
Arrive after 9 AM.

19 Brookdale Sr. Living 520 Prospect Avenue, West Orange, 
NJ 11:30 AM - 11:30 PM to 2:30 PM. Abe Platt, Chair (732-
752-6341/Day of show: 732-433-5319) Rain Date: 09/26 
DONATION EVENT

October

5 The NJ Region Car Show, Cocktail Party (1:00 PM), 
Dinner and Play at Hunterdon Hills. Betty Allen, Chair.  Play 
starts at 2:30 PM (doors open at 2:15 PM)

January 2027
th

10 Awards Banquet, NJ Region AACA 809  meeting monthly 
meeting, Awards Presentation & Installation of Ofcers. The 
Chandelier at Flanders Valley, 80 Pleasant Hill Rd, Flanders NJ 
12:00 PM; Betty Allen, Chair

LOCAL EVENTS
April

16 Texas Roadhouse Car Show 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
(908-448-8646/ ) 2105 NJ 35, ericfriedman71@gmail.com
Holmdel, NJ Free Admission. Trophies Awarded. Proceeds 
benet the Bayshore Lunch Program. Rain date is the next 
day/same time.

18 AACA/Hershey Club, Knights of Columbus of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel Family and Car Show from 11:00am to 
3:00pm, rain date May 2. Anthony Iannarelli, Check out the 
yer in this issue

19 All-Ford Car Show, Garden State Region Mustang Club 
at Performance Ford, 906 Route 10 West, Randolph, NJ  
Registration: 9:00 to 11:00 AM. Open to all Ford Body &/or 
Ford Powered Vehicles Show: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM Rain 

date 5/3 Limited to 150 Vehicles. $20 Day of Show 
Registration Only.

26 Staten Island Region AACA Spring meet at the 
Commons Café. Check out the yer in this issue.

June

10 Terhune Orchards, 330 Cold Soil Road, Princeton, NJ 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Food Available, Delicious Cider Donuts, 
Live Music @ 1:00 PM. Check out the yer in this issue. For 
more information email: midjerseyregionaaca@gmail.com

Vince’s Program Schedule
Speaker lineup for the rst part of 2026 is as follows:

April 2 Dick Bettle – How to build a Road Map.

May 7 No program – Spring Meet review.

June 4 Celebrating the last 75 years of the Region.

July 2 Jack Diana will discuss the V8 Club.

August 16 No program - Region Picnic.

Sarah Pritchett has agreed to be the backup program, 
“she will regale us with stories of prison life.” 

I hope that you nd these programs add a level of 
enjoyment and fun to our monthly gatherings.

Respectfully submitted, Vince DeLisi #1505,
 Program Committee Chair
(vincentdelisi@comcast.net, 908-803-1570 cell & text)
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NJ REGION AACA
thMinutes March 5 , 2026, #799

thThe 799  NJ Region AACA meeting was held in-
person at Morris Plains VFW and was called to 
order at approximately 7:39 P.M. by President 
Craig Kunz, who led members and guests in 

reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting adjourned 
at approximately 8:50 P.M. The next meeting will be held 

thApril 2 and will be the Region’s 800  meeting; it begins at 
7:30 P.M. at Morris Plains VFW. 

Guests & New Members in Attendance: Member Art 
Lee brought his son- welcome!

Zoom Attendees: Chris Kempinski, Bob & Ruth Vella, 
Dan Edwards, & Dave Cavagnero.

Concerns/Sunshine, Sue Schmidt: Ray Fischer passed 
away two weeks ago; a moment of silence was held. 
Duffy Bell is reportedly doing well. 

Meeting Minutes: A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the minutes from the February meeting. All were in 
favor with none opposed, motion carried. 

Correspondence, Sarah Pritchett: We received “thank 
you” letters from the AACA Library & Research Center for 
our $1,000 donation and the $50 donation in memory of 
Dom Speronza. We received an email requesting any 
members who want to judge at the Ort Farms car show in 
May. This show conicts with another event that many of 
our members attend; Jay will respond to the email. 

Treasurer’s Report, Tim Schimmel: A review of the 
balances and expenditures was given. A motion was 
made to accept this report; all in attendance were in favor 
with none opposed; motion carried.

President’s Report, Craig Kunz: We budgeted money 
for offering a scholarship and decided to open the 
application to students at Hunterdon Polytech; we could 
do a mini car show there. 

The next item on the President’s report is the Spring Meet 
discussion- we currently do not have a location secured 
as the Vo-Tech school contract conicts with the National 
AACA insurance. We are now looking for alternative 
locations; however, we need to stay within the Nielson 
dealership area because they have committed to 
providing us with $3,000 sponsorship. One member 
suggested the Ayers Kneuth Farm (Sue Schmidt is a 
contact). Another member suggested using a county 
park, but parking could be an issue as it would remain 
open for other patrons to use. Someone also suggested 
CCM, however, Pete said that he tried and they are not on 
board. Another suggestion was Horseshoe Lake in 
Succasauna, NJ. 

Activities, Jay DeBoey: Upcoming events were 
reviewed - Judging Seminar at the Roser’s on 3/28 (rsvp 
needed), 4/25 Dairy Queen Ice Cream Social, 5/3 Spring 

st
Meet, 5/7 801  meeting. The nal Judging Seminar at 
Ashley’s Auto Body is penciled in for 4/26. Other 
upcoming events can be found in The Road Map. 

Banquet Awards, Jerry Peck: Awards were presented 
to Sue Schmidt & Dan Ungar who were unable to attend 
the banquet. Dan Ungar also received the Webmaster’s 
Award from National, which was given to him tonight. 
Abe Platt received a silver plate for winning the Editor’s 
Trophy in 2024. Traditionally, outgoing Region 
Presidents receive a gavel pin; however, one past 
president never got one, so Brenda Zimmerman was 
presented with her gavel pin tonight.  

Membership, Bill Pritchett: The membership roster will 
be sent to ofcers on Monday for review.

Welcoming, Rich Reina: Rich is all caught up.

Social Media, Abe Platt:  The Spring Meet yer has 
been posted on numerous Facebook pages, including 
local regions within 200 miles. Abe is looking for contact 
information for various other clubs to send our yer to.

Government Liaison/Safety, Vince DeLisi: There will 
be a meeting with SEMA & the Garden State Retailer 
Association to discuss E-10.

th
75  Anniversary Committee, Vince DeLisi: The new 
anniversary banner & tablecloth were showcased 
tonight - the ofcer’s table will be adorned with the 
tablecloth for the remainder of this year, and the banner 
will be displayed events. Thanks to Jerry Peck for getting 
them! 

Participation Points, Vince DeLisi: All points are up to 
date. 

Programs, Vince DeLisi: Tonight, Bill & Pete will 
showcase how to set up a tour. In April, Dick Bettle will 
discuss assembling The Road Map. There will not be a 
program in May as we are focusing on Spring Meet prep. 

th
In June we will have a 75  anniversary roundtable with a 
panel of long-time members, and in July, Jack Diana will 
discuss the Ford V8 Club. 

Refreshments, John Pieczynski: Thank you to the 
following individuals for bringing treats: John 
Pieczynski, Carole Durna, Richard Reina, Paul 
Wolfmeyer, Brenda Zimmerman, Greg Roser, Emilie 
Bacchetta, Dick Bettle, Helen Rogers, & Yvonne Kunz. 
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Badge Fines, John Quattrocchi: Badge nes were not 
collected tonight in John’s absence. Greg reported that 
John is having mobility issues. 

Old Business: Abe is again running lunchtime cruises; 
4/14 will be to The Tiger’s Tale and 5/12 will be to The 
Smashed Olive. Please let him know if you plan to 
attend either of these events. 

Committees, No Reports: Road Map Editor, 
Webmaster, Accessories, Properties, Archives, New 
Business.  

For Sale/Wanted: John Pieczynski reported a 1976 
Ford Elite for sale; 1-owner, always garaged, for $12k 
(negotiable). Jack Diana reported that there is a 1956 T-
bird for sale - no price yet.  

50/50, Greg Roser: Congratulations to Helen Rogers! 
Greg reported that he is running a special for next 

th thmonth since it’s our 800  meeting & 75  year- if you 
buy $10 string, you will get an extra 15 tickets! 

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Pritchett #1504, Secretary 

NEW JERSEY POTHOLES

Thursday night, on our way home from the NJ Region’s 
monthly meeting, we encountered a pothole on the 
entrance ramp from NJ Route 10 east onto Route I-287 
south. This car devouring pothole destroyed the two 
passenger side tires. I made a decision to drive, with my 
blinkers on, past the exit for NJ Route 24 as the siding 
where we lost the tires is a very dangerous area, both for 
cars parked on the side of the road and for any 
emergency vehicle coming to our aid.

Once safely parked, just past mile marker 38, I called 
AAA to ask for a atbed tow truck. We were given priority 
status due to our location and Lorenso, from a local 
towing company, arrived approximately 45 minutes later. 
The tow truck operator was a gentleman and graciously 
helped two octogenarians into his vehicle and took us 
and our Mercury Sable safely home. We arrived around 2 
AM and since we had a great conversation with Lorenzo 
all the way home, I showed him our 1988 Mercury 
Cougar, since he was into older cars and his father owns 
a 1970 Chevy Impala. I also mentioned our Spring Meet 
and gave him my business card.

I posted the pictures associated with this event on my 
Facebook account and received the following response 
from Sarah Pritchett “We hit that same pothole and it 
blew out our truck tire!!

We thought that was you on the side but we also were 
trying to get somewhere safe to deal with our tire.” My 
response was “Sarah, WOW! We’re sorry to see that you 
and Brian had the same experience that we had. Glad 
you guys are okay.”

The attached pictures are what our tires looked like after 
hitting that car devouring pothole.

Submitted by Abe Platt, #1524
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In Memoriam

Joseph D. (Duffy) Bell
January 5, 1941 to March 8, 2026

Olivia Pritchett 

Duffy was a good friend and role model. I wanted to grow 
up big and strong like him, unfortunately I did not get as 
tall as him. I ended up naming a baby doll after him, 
thinking it would also grow up big and strong. Rest easy 
Duffy.

Dick & Bobbi Bettle 

We rst met Duffy on the Region Fall Foliage Tour to 
Lukan’s in October 2020.  We were sitting at a table with 
an empty space next to us and were almost nished with 
our dinner when in rolled Duffy. At breakfast, it was the 
same thing. Duffy arrived as some of us were just getting 
ready to leave. It didn’t seem to bother him at all that he 
was always the last to arrive. Duffy always had a smile and 
a kind word for everyone. We will miss him.

Bob & Pat Kapral

Although we have been members of AACA New Jersey 
region for over 20  years, we must admit we never really 
got to know Duffy very well, even though we attended 
many of the same functions.  He was a very sweet 
gentleman, if a bit forgetful or running a bit late, in his 
later years.  We remember one incident that occurred 
during one of the summer tours we attended of our 
region.  Unfortunately, we heard about the incident after 
the fact.  It  seems as though Duffy managed to lose one 
of his shoes someplace during a day of touring in the 
area, and had to back track in order to nd it.  I don't even 
think that fazed him in the least.  I do know that Duffy 
would give his shirt to someone if he thought they 
needed it.

Gregory Roser #1398  Remembering “Duffy” Bell

Joseph “Duffy” Bell recently died after a long period of 
physical disabilities and declining health. Duffy, member 
#966, joined the NJ Region AACA in 1979. He loved to 
tour and participate in club events. Although he was 
almost always late, and got lost most of the time, he 
always made it to his destination. I remember a particular 
case where we were on the Fall Foliage Tour to Lukan’s 
Farm Resort. Duffy arrived to breakfast after most 
everyone left the dining room. Duffy was always a 
pleasant person and the staff served breakfast to Duffy 
anyway. One thing we know for sure, Duffy loved to eat!

Through the years he served the NJ Region as 
Accessories Chairman, Photographer, and Spring Meet 
Gatekeeper. Though I do not know all the cars Duffy 
owned through the years, I do remember his 1967 Buick 
Electra convertible that I tried to buy from him, and his 
1940 Buick. He loved to attend the AACA National 
Meeting  in Philadelphia, PA. June and I had the 
opportunity to dine with him on several occasions.

Maximilian Altenburg

 I remember meeting Duffy at Lukens when I was about 3 
years old. Back then I had a Lightening McQueen rolling 

Memories

Duffy in a Vintage Fire Engine

Duffy and Olivia
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suitcase. Duffy asked me about my suitcase and ever 
since we’ve enjoyed chatting and laughing together. I 
always look for Duffy yearly. I will miss seeing Duffy at the 
many AACA events we attend. I wish his family peace and 
prayers. Duffy was a very nice man. Rest in peace my 
friend. 

Brian Pritchett

When we were kids, Dan, Stefanie & I would often ride 
with Duffy on the car tours in his '39 Buick, and we would 
always get lost! We would eventually nd our way. It was 
always an adventure with him!

Duffy went to Spain about 30yrs ago- he was 
pickpocketed and made a police report...the only thing 
the thief stole was his handkerchief!

We were at Automatic Switch for the car show and he 
asked if I wanted to go for a ride in his 1919 Buick, so I did 
and it was really, really neat!

We were at Hershey and there were about 6 of us 
altogether. My dad gave Duffy a set of keys for the car. We 
went back to the car to make sandwiches and my dad 
opened the cheese to nd it all gone! Duffy got hungry 
and ate all 2 lbs of it!

Sarah Pritchett

My favorite memory of Duffy was from a few years ago 
when we were at the Assisted Living facility in West 
Orange and Duffy showed up and was looking at the cars. 
We were then told that it was time for lunch and we looked 
for Duffy but couldn't nd him. We walked over to get 

lunch and noticed a nurse was wheeling him away - she 
thought he was one of the residents and took him over to 
where the residents were sitting for lunch!

Alexander Soultanis

The Best Medicine:  It’s funny how some people stick in 
your mind. 3 years back, at our NJ Region Banquet 
dinner, my wife Barbara attended with me for the very rst 
time. A man I knew from our meeting came to be with us 
at our table. His name was Duffy Bell. His kind aid 
brought him in a wheelchair, set him up nicely and had to 
leave. Duffy was an interesting man, who I only got to 
know in his current condition over the last few years. I 
admired his attitude of never giving up. He sat with us, 
and needed assistance with things during dinner, which 
Barbara and I helped him with. He was always quite 
positive and greeted me with a smile each time we saw 
each other at a meeting. Barbara really enjoyed meeting 
Duffy, and he liked Barbara too. After that Banquet, at 
any meeting I went to, Barbara would ask “was Duffy 
there” or “How is Duffy doing?” She became quite 
obsessed by him for some reason. It’s funny how 
sometimes someone comes into your life and deeper 
connection is made that you never believe would 
happen. I often thought about how most people would 
not have considered going to their AACA meeting had 
they been in Duffy’s shoes and I guess that was one of 
the reasons why we admired him so much. Duffy came 
for the people. Despite his challenges, he made that 
extra effort. So many of us make excuses not to attend 
different events and then we wonder why our lives are 
not full of more great experiences with people. I know I 
always try to make the extra effort to attend lunches, 
meetings, car shows, and all sorts of things to stay 
involved wherever they are. Yeah, like everyone else, I 
hear that little voice in my ear saying, “you know you just 
want to stay home, relax and not sit in trafc again”, 
(yada, yada, yada) but I try not to listen and go anyway. It 
pays off. To me there is nothing better than seeing good 
friends and “creating a good time” with each other. 
That’s what life’s all about. I nd it to be very therapeutic; 

Brian & Duffy

Sarah & Duffy

Pete , Du f f y, An thony and Pau l
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it energizes my life and my soul. Truly, the best medicine. 
For Barbara, that rst time coming to our AACA NJ Region 
Banquet was the day she met her new friend Duffy. 
Barbara came that day because Bill Pritchett reached out 
and personally invited her (Barbara’s best friend now). 
We are all guilty of not creating our own fun and 
enjoyment to have a better life. It does take work and is 
worth that extra effort. my suggestion: Make those 
meetings and events. Introduce yourself to someone you 
haven’t said hello to yet and make a better effort to get the 
most out of all AACA has to offer us all. That strategy 
works! We are so lucky to have such awesome people in 
our car community. You might just nd the next friend you 
never thought you would meet. Time marches on for all of 
us, my friends. Thank you for our fond memories, Duffy. I 
wish we had gotten to meet sooner in life but we didn’t 
waste any time. RIP. 

................ and nally, an interesting tid-bit written by 
Duffy about the 2010 Glidden tour to Holland 
Michigan!

In the fall of 2010, I joined a group of fellow NJ Region 
AACA members to go to Holland Michigan for the annual 
Glidden Tour. Our itinerary included driving up into 
Canada, then west around Lake Erie and around Lake 
Michigan, then back to Holland where we spent the week 
touring.

I took the trouble to remind everyone that you will need 
your passports to get back into the US again, then forgot 
to bring my own! Stupid me. I had to leave the group, turn 
around and take a different route through PA and Ohio 
around the southern end of Lake Erie and Lake Michigan 
to reach our destination on the west side of Lake 
Michigan where the city of Holland is located. This turned 
out to be an advantage to me because I arrived at the host 
hotel a full day and a half ahead of the rest of my group 
from NJ and it gave me the chance to have an exhaust 
leak in my ‘40 Buick repaired before the tour started.

On the rst morning, as I was leaving the hotel, I was 
cornered by Dave Zimmerman who wanted to know if I 
would like to have a passenger along for the ride. Driving 
alone, as I was, I said yes, I would love to have a 
passenger. The passenger turned out to be Pat Swigart, 
of the W. E Swigart Auto Museum in Huntington PA. I 
could not have asked for a better passenger for the whole 
week. She is an interesting and delightful woman with 
whom I was able to take an instant liking to. We had many 
pleasant conversations that made the trip that much 
more memorable.

We visited the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Museum in 
Auburn Indiana and the nearby Early Ford V-8 museum. 
Later when the New Jersey Region AACA had our annual 
summer tour to Erie Pa, one of our stops was to the 
Swigart Auto Museum in Huntington PA.

Patricia B. Trefz Swigart
December 6, 1936  -  March 9, 2026

Patricia Bittner Trefz Swigart, 89, of Hummelstown and 
Huntingdon, passed away peacefully in her sleep on 
Monday, March 9, 2026, at her home in Hummelstown 
PA.

There are those who are meant to serve and others who 
look to be served. Pat graciously and gracefully served 
her local communities in many capacities.  Pat was proud 
to have been the rst female member of the 
Hummelstown Rotary Club serving for almost 20 years as 
their secretary. In 2025, the Foundation named Pat “Mrs. 
Hummelstown” for her years of service.

Pat was the President of the Board of Directors of the 
William E. Swigart Antique Automobile Museum which is 
the oldest car museum in America.

An antique automobile enthusiast, Pat was a life member 
of the Antique Automobile Club of America and its 
Hershey Region. She was a Board member and former 
President of the Allegheny Mountain Region, and 
member of the Gettysburg Region and the National 
Association of Automobile Museums as well as 
numerous antique automobile related groups. She was a 
charter member of the Keystone Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc. Pat enjoyed 
participating in the annual Glidden Tour of where she 
served as . Up to last year, she was still Dean of Freshmen
driving a half-ton truck towing a car trailer with an antique 
car inside of it across our country!!! Pat could be heard 
saying “See you down the road”.

For those of us who went on tours, Pat was a constant, 
and will be sorely missed.

In Memoriam
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Do You Trust Your Old Car? 

My Alfa Romeo club is attending a PA car show in May, a 
300-mile round-trip from central Jersey. A fellow club 
member asked me, “Are you driving your ’67? How do 
you avoid breakdowns?” He admitted that he is nervous 
about driving his Alfa that far. While no one can predict the 
future, I assured him that I have full condence in my car. 
I've driven it as far as Montreal (400 miles one-way) and 
I’ve taken it on the New England 1000 rally four times, 
each time driving 1,500 miles in one week. The issues I’ve 
had have been relatively minor. 

I told him that I believe in the old-car adage, “the more you 
drive it, the more reliable it is!” While that may sound 
counterintuitive, the fact remains that frequent use of your 
jalopy forces you to ensure it remains roadworthy. Each 
drive veries its drivability, and you will pay attention to 
small problems and attend to them before they become 
big problems. I f  your 
classic is new to you, or if 
you have not ventured 
farther than the corner deli, 
I  o f f e r  t h i s  l i s t  o f 
suggestions to help you 
increase your condence. 

Check the basics rst. 
Before starting the car, 
check all uid levels, all 
tires including the spare for 
correct pressure and age, 
h o s e s  a n d  b e l t s  f o r 
dryness or splitting, all 
lighting, battery age and 
voltage (you’ll need a 

voltmeter), and fuses. Correct everything that isn’t right. 
With uid leaks, make a judgment call. Where are the 
leaks, and how severe are they? Old cars drip uids. If it’s 
an easy x, like a valve cover gasket, take care of it. If 
there is slight seepage from the rear axle, you might get 
away with checking the uid level more regularly for now. 
When was the last time it got a tune-up and an oil 
change? If it’s been a few years, or you don’t know, 
replace the plugs, wires, cap, rotor, points, condenser, 
fuel lter, air lter, and the oil and lter.

Start the car. Does it start easily? Is the 
idle smooth? Check all dash gauges 
and warning lights. Let it warm up, then 
push  in  the  manua l  choke  ( i f 
equipped). Take it for a brief ride 
around the block. Pay attention to the 
steering, braking, and acceleration. If 
this is your rst time with a classic, be 
aware that a 1966 Buick is not going to 
steer, brake, or handle like a 2026 
Buick. Do you hear any unusual 

sounds? Do they occur on acceleration, braking, or 
turning? If something isn’t right, investigate it further. If 
that is beyond your skill set, seek professional advice.

If this initial run was successful, take increasingly longer 
drives. Drive it for ve miles, return home, check all uid 
levels, and look under the hood for anything obvious. 
Then go on a ten-mile drive and check everything again. 
Work your way up to twenty-, thirty-, and fty-mile drives, 
checking the car over at the end of each ride. Always 
carry tools, spare parts, a ashlight, and a blanket. 
Always have a cell phone with you, and if you’re not a 
member of AAA or similar, that’s a good idea too. Travel 
with others who can help you if you get stuck. That has 
worked for me more than once. The worst that can 
happen is, you break down and get towed home. You are 
in this hobby for fun. Fix the car and get back out there! 
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Fall 2016

How Can The Youth 
Afford This Hobby? 

By: Jim Elliott Vice-President, 
Judging Administration 

I've never actually counted, but I know I've attended 
hundreds of car shows. One question that always bothers 
me is "How can I afford this hobby?" 

My answer is standard - there are many affordable 
collector cars available. No one has to start with a perfect 
Full Classic to enjoy our hobby. 

I started with a 1966 Chevrolet Corvair convertible that my 
parents bought new as their rst "second car". While 
being reliable, inexpensive transportation, Corvairs are 
regularly available for sale. 

Chevrolet's "waterless wonder" came in multiple body 
styles including a two-door coupe, four-door sedan, 
convertible and station wagon, as well as the passenger 
van, ramp-side pickup and panel truck. Engines and 
transmissions can be swapped among all models. 

Options included turbocharged engines, power 
convertible tops, telescopic steering wheels, and 
automatic transmissions. 

Most of the mechanical parts needed to restore a Corvair 
are being reproduced and can be purchased on the 
internet and delivered to you within days. Even the most 
difcult to nd trim parts can be located at the Hershey 
ea market. 

Corvairs can be purchased in average condition for 
slightly more than the original 1960's list prices. They are 
an excellent entry level car for a young person to actively 
participate in our hobby. The Corvair's large trunk 
provides ample storage room for touring. 

The timeless Corvair styling is always noticed so the 
Corvair owner must be ready to enjoy discussing his car 
with others. It seems everyone used to own one or had a 
relative who did. 

If there wasn't a Corvair in your past, maybe there will be 
one in your future. 

AACA Sentimental Tour 2026
The OPW Region and Gettysburg Region of AACA will be 
hosting the 2026 AACA National Sentimental Tour from 
June 15 thru June 19, 2026 in the Mechanicsburg, PA, 
and surrounding areas. 

The Sentimental Tour is a 5 day tour for 1928 thru 1958 
stock (non modied) vehicles and was rst hosted in 
2001. It is hosted by an AACA Region in even numbered 
years. An exception can be made for a 1926 , 1927 and 
any pre 1928 Oakland. No vehicle newer than 1958 will be 
accepted on the tour, We need to have 50 cars registered 
for the tour. The tour will be open to all AACA members.

The host hotel is the Faireld by Marriott, 503 Winding 
Creek Blvd. Mechanicsburg, PA, 17050. The hotel is 2 
years old with a pool and tness center located just off exit 
57 on Interstate 81. Forty rooms have been reserved tor 
the tour at $119.00, plus taxes, per night. The price 
includes breakfast. 

Trailer and motorhome parking (no hookups) are 
adjacent to the hotel. You can book your room by calling 
717-795-1918 using the code AACA. I would recommend 
booking your room on June 14 as the opening banquet 
will be Sunday 6/14 with the closing banquet on Friday 
evening 6/19.

If you have any questions or can provide some 
assistance, please call  me at or email me at 
pullman1914@aoI.com. Mark your calendars for June 14 
thru 19,  2026 and reserve your room now. 
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DQ Ice Cream Social
 231 NJ-31 S, Washington, NJ 

th April 25 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
As I am writing this, I have a dichotomy that is driving me 
crazy. Do I want a DQ Blizzard on a warm sunny day or 
prefer the real thing that we are currently experiencing?  
While I do enjoy the cold refreshing DQ one, I prefer not 
having to shovel one. Easy choice, see all of you on a 
Saturday at the DQ. Also, ensure that your car insurance 
policy is up to date (ask me how I know this).

Region members Grace and Marc Bernstein have again 
invited us to hold a car display at their Dairy Queen. They 
have offered free hot dogs and ice cream to Region 
members. If the weather is questionable or for any 
questions, please call me on my cell phone at 908-581-
0411.

rd3  Judging Seminar, 
Sunday April 26Cancelled

ndNJ Region Judging School – 2  Session
83 Paterson Road, Fanwood, NJ

March 28  11:00 AM  Lunch 12:30 PM
Judging School meets in the winter and early spring have 
proved to be very popular, especially when meals are 
provided! They are an excuse to immerse yourself in the 
car hobby before car show weather. Based on their 
popularity, the Region has conducted three schools 
ahead of the Spring Meet for the last several years.
The Rosers have offered to host the second 2026 judging 
school on Saturday, March 28. Everyone is welcome, 
whether you plan to judge at the Region’s Spring Meet, or 
if you plan on showing your car at a Region or National 
meet and want to nd out what criteria is used to judge a 
car by AACA standards. Greg will select one or two of his 
cars for practice judging in one of his garages, but you 
are welcome to bring your car if you’d like to volunteer it 
for judging (off-street parking available). In addition to 
physically judging cars, anyone interested in helping with 
judging administration/assisting at the Spring Meet is 
welcome for a separate/concurrent meeting.
After the tech sessions, Greg and June will provide lunch 
for all pre-registered attendees. Please email or call Greg 
to let him know you plan to attend (g.roser@verizon.net, 
908-403-6486).
The driveway next door at 87 Paterson Road is also 
available for antique car parking. 
If you have any technical questions, you can call or email 
me (contact information included in President’s 
column!).
Craig , cakunz@verizon.net, 609-466-4899

Directions:
Intersection of Route 57 and Route 31: Head south on 
Route 31,the Dairy Queen will be on the right 0.8 mile

Intersection of I-78 and Route 31: Head north on Route 
31, the Dairy Queen will be on the left 10.4 miles

Bill Pritchett NJAACA #963 (908-534-9069)
Marc Bernstein  NJAACA # 1261

Autumn Lake Healthcare at Berkeley Heights
35 Cottage Street, Berkeley Heights, NJ

Wednesday, May 13 12:30 - 4:00 PM
The Activities Director, Ms. Lisa Washington, has reached 
out to us again and requested that we schedule our 
annual antique car display for the residents and staff of 
Autumn Lake Healthcare located in Berkeley Heights, NJ. 
We will be conducting our Sixth Annual Antique 
Automobile Enjoyment. We have lled the display area for 
the last four years, let’s do so again this year. The Autumn 
Lake Healthcare facility will have music for the event and 
will provide our members with delicious sandwiches and 

thbeverages for lunch. Please RSVP by Friday, May 8  if 
you would like to attend so that we can provide Ms. 
Washington with an idea of how many people and cars 
we can expect.

Please come and join your friends, and the residents and 
staff of this healthcare facility. If you have any questions, 
please contact me at (732) 752-6341 or via email 
abeplatt@aol.com. RAIN? please call my mobile 
phone (732) 433-5319 to conrm day of event activity. 
The rain date is Tuesday, May 19. Thank you for your 
participation.

DIRECTIONS:Cottage Street is off Plaineld Ave. The 
facility is on the right at the end of Cottage St.

Submitted by: Abe Platt, Event Chair #1524

NJ Veterans Memorial Home
at Menlo Park

132 Evergreen Road, Edison, NJ
Saturday May 30   12:30 to 4:00 PM

We again have the privilege of having a Car Show for the 
Veterans at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in 
Menlo Park to honor the sacrices these veterans have 
made. We will meet in the parking area at the East side of 

OOPS!

We did this already!
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Abe’s Lunchtime Cruises for 2026
These are Rain or Shine events on the second Tuesday 
of each month.

If the weather is nice, please drive your antique vehicles. 
We plan on meeting at 12:00 Noon at the following 
locations.

Schedule: (First Draft)

April 14 The Tiger’s Tale, Skillman, NJ

May 12 The Smashed Olive, Washington, NJ

June 9 Water’s Edge, Belvidere, NJ (Water View)

July 14 OMG Burger & Brew, Long Valley, NJ

August 11 Stonewood Tavern, Byram Township, NJ

September 8 Long Valley Pub & Brewery, Long Valley, NJ

October 13 Black River Barn, Randolph, NJ (Water View)

November 14  Saturday, Warrenside Tavern, Stewartsville, NJ

If you have a favorite eatery, please let me know. The 
list above is subject to change depending on 

your input. Please note that friends of NJRAACA 
Members are welcome.

Abe Platt #1524
abeplatt@aol.com
(732) 752-6341 (home ofce) or (732) 433-5319 (mobile)

the facility before the main parking lot. Since this event is 
in honor of our military Veterans, we have asked our 
members with military vehicles to participate.

“Hot Rod” Mike will again be providing the music, and the 
residents, family, and staff will be voting for their favorite 

st nd rd
vehicles, with prizes being awarded for 1 , 2 , and 3  
place.

This event is a Brown Bag affair, so don’t forget to bring 
thyour lunch. Please let me know by Tuesday May 26  if you 

are planning to attend so we can let the facility know how 
much room we will need. This gathering has the potential 
to be an extraordinary event for both the Veterans and our 
members. Please join us.

Questions: call or text me at 973-865-7912 or via email at 
MadisonNJCarGuy@gmail.com.

thRain: rain date is Saturday, July 25  5:00 - 8:00 PM
Rick Wagstaff #1676

Directions:

The entrance to the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home 
has a big sign on the side of the road. Our parking area 
will be to the left of the big American Eagle at the front of 
the complex.

LAUREL CIRCLE AT BRIDGEWATER
100 Monroe Street, Bridgewater, NJ 

Thursday, June 11
12:30 PM to 4:00 PM

Ms. Rachel Block, the social director. has invited the NJ 
Region AACA to conduct our Third Annual Antique 
Automobile Display at the Laurel Circle senior living 
facility. Our arrival time is scheduled for 12:30 PM and we 
will assemble in the front parking area at the main 
entrance to the facility on Monroe Street. The Laurel 
Circle facility will provide our members with lunch and 

th
refreshments. Please let me know by Saturday, June 6  if 
you would like to attend so that we can provide Ms. Block 
with an idea of how many people and cars we can 
expect.

Thank you for your participation. Come join your friends, 
and the residents and staff of this independent senior 
living community. Please note that the Laurel Circle 
facility will again provide a donation to our Region for our 
participation. If you have any questions, please contact 
me at (732) 752-6341 or via email abeplatt@aol.com. If 
there is a chance of rain or it is raining, please call my 
mobile phone (732) 433-5319 to conrm the day of the 
event activity. The rain date is Thursday, June 25, 2026.

DIRECTIONS: Laurel Circle is on Monroe Street, which is 
accessed off of Union Avenue between Adamsville Road 
to the east and Gaston Avenue to the west.

Abe Platt, Event Chair #1524

BRIGHTVIEW SENIOR LIVING
OF WARREN

57 Mount Bethel Road in Warren, NJ
Saturday, June 27  11:30 AM to 3:00 PM

We have been invited to participate in our Eighth Annual 
Antique Automobile Enjoyment Event for the residents of 
The BrightView Senior Living facility of Warren. Ms. 
Regina Browne, the Vibrant Living Director, will again be 
our hostess for this event. Our designated parking is at 
the front of the facility. We will be provided with lunch 
while the residents, their families, and the staff look at our 
beautiful antique vehicles. Come join your fellow 
members from the NJ Region AACA, our friends in the NJ 
car community, and the residents and staff of this 
assisted living and senior living community. Please let 

nd
me know by Monday, June 22  if you are planning to 
attend so that we can provide Ms. Browne with an idea of 
how many people and cars we can expect. Please note 
that The BrightView of Warren will again be providing the 
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NJ Region with a donation for our participation. Thank 
you for your participation.
If you have any questions, please contact Abraham Platt 
( 7 3 2 )  7 5 2 - 6 3 4 1  ( h o m e  o f  c e )  o r  v i a  e m a i l 
abeplatt@aol.com. If there is a chance of rain or it is 
raining, please call my mobile phone to conrm day of 
event activity. Day of event call my mobile phone (732) 
433-5319. The rain date is Sunday, June 28
Thank you,
Abe Platt, Event Chair  #1524

NJ Region Brattleboro, VT area
Summer Tour July 16-20

We have nalized the hotel for the tour. It is the Comfort 
Inn & Suites Brattleboro I-91, 1186 Putney Road, 
Brattleboro, VT 05301. Guests can call the hotel directly 
at 802-579-1344. Ask to make reservations under the 
"Bill Pritchett Antique Car Club Group”. The rates are 
$140 for two queen beds with $155 for a king bed with 
breakfast included. The cutoff date is June 16. If you are 
undecided, please make the reservation which may be 
cancelled with no penalty. Better safe than sorry.

Some of the events being considered are a boat ride, 
granite museum, Hope cemetery with numerous granite 
statues (world famous – you have to see it), trolley 
museum, buttery conservatory, covered bridges, 
Vermont country store, ea breeding program, etc.  
Planning is just underway. All days in VT should be on 
local roads with no interstates. If you happen to have a 
site in the area you would like to visit, please let Pete or 
me know. We will be in the southeastern VT and western 
MA area.

Pete Cullen - 973-748-4691
Bill Pritchett - 908-581-0411

NJ Region AACA Monthly Meeting
& Picnic; 

VFW 546 Fawn Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
August 16 Time: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

The Region will return to a short day trip to this Poconos 
venue again for this year’s Region Picnic and August 
meeting! NJ Region members are once again invited to 
share their favorite side dish or dessert, and drive their 
vintage vehicles this year’s event! As we have use of a 
large modern covered pavilion, and all available picnic 
tables will be protected from both sunny and not so 
sunny weather, this will be a ‘rain or shine’ type of event. 
Please bring your classic cars, but modern cars are also 
welcomed, as long as YOU get to the picnic and meet 
with your friends. Members may arrive any time around 
11:00 am. Be sure to wear your Region name badges, as 
an abbreviated August monthly Club business meeting 
will be conducted in lieu of the ‘rst Thursday’ regular 
meeting. You can expect to stay as long as you want to, 
hang around longer and chat! The Region will supply the 
main course, and individual cans of soft drinks and 
bottled water. I hope to see many members - and all their 
cars - at this year’s Region Picnic.

Pete Cullen Picnic Chairman #1140
973-650-2957

Southeastern Divisional Tour
Flat Rock, NC August 5-8, 2026

The Southeastern Divisional Tour in 2026 will take place 
in Flat Rock, NC, hosted by the Great Smokey Mountain 
Region & Little Detroit Chapter. Vehicles 25 years and 

Founders Tour (1932-2001)
Williamsburg, VA – September 9-14

Hosted by Historic VA Peninsula Region. Come 
th

celebrate the 250  Anniversary of our country’s founding 
by touring the land where America was born. Host Hotel: 
Double Tree Resort, Williamsburg VA. Reservations are 
now open and only 50 rooms blocked, so don’t delay. 
You can call the Hilton central reservation toll free 
number–1-800-774-1500 and use the group code AACA. 
The room rate of  $185.00 per night includes a breakfast 
buffet each morning.

Several historic and scenic tour stops including: Colonial 
Williamsburg, Jamestown Scotland Ferry, Jamestown 
Settlement, Yorktown Battle Field and Victory Center, 
James River Plantations and Smitheld.

older qualify. Hospitality room opens at noon at 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 with hotel check-in at 2:00 
pm Registration is open March 9 to June 27, 2026
Host Hotel: Mountain Inn & Suites, Flat Rock, NC (828-
692-7772) Group rate $115/night + tax.
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WE CREATE OUR OWN FUN
OUT OF NOTHING 
By Alexander Soultanis

I always have fun at our AACA Annual Convention. This 
year was especially fun as my lovely wife, Barbara, was 
there to enjoy all that was in store and meet more friends. 
During the annual Round Table Meeting there were 
various discussions about asking more people to join up 
and become AACA Members. Recruitment is so 
necessary and necessary for all great organizations to 
ourish. The room was full of several hundred AACA 
members. During the part where they wanted to hear 
from members about anything, I felt compelled to stand 
up and say something that I was feeling. I said something 
along the lines of this: I was quite upset to read in the 
AACA Magazine that Chuck Crain had passed, and it got 
me thinking. I remembered meeting Chuck for the rst 
time while he was doing an AACA Training Class. I 
enjoyed his class and wasn’t sure If afterwards I should 
tell him how much I enjoyed it or not? I shut off my internal 
dialog, went up to him and introduced myself. He really 
appreciated it and we instantly became AACA friends. 
Each time thereafter, at any meet we were at when 
judging, Chuck and I always enjoyed running into each 
other, catching up and discussing what we were up to 
lately, whether it was cars, dogs, or life in general. It had 
struck me that what if I hadn’t reached out to Chuck to say 
hello that day? Is it possible that we may never have truly 
met? Maybe we would have been two nice guys just 
smiling as we passed each other all those years and we 
both would have missed out on a bigger, deeper 
friendship? How sad that would have been, right? I said 
that by far the most cherished part of AACA for me is the 
friendships I have made with other AACA members 
across the country. Seeing Chuck greet me with a big 
smile me was one of them. To have new members would 
be amazing, and what we need, but and I presented a 
challenge to the audience there that day. While at the 
convention this weekend, I asked everyone to get out of 
their comfort zone and introduce themselves to 5 AACA 
members that they don’t know. Perhaps you will nd your 
next best friend by doing that.

After the meeting was over, the hundreds of people were 
ling out through the main door of the auditorium, I heard 
somebody calling out. A man was trying to get through to 
talk to me for some reason. He introduced himself as Eric 
Macleod and said, “I just wanted to let you know that 
somebody heard what you said when you spoke. I heard 
what you said”. It was so nice of Eric to say that, and make 
that extra effort to tell me so. With a crowd of people 
hanging outside the auditorium foyer, Eric and I started 

stchatting. He was from Michigan; it was his 1  AACA 

Convention AND he came alone. I asked if he knew 
anybody, he didn’t, so I took him under my wing, said 
“come on I will introduce you to a bunch of great folks 
and I did just that. Eric met my wife Barbara, and I 
introduced him to many others including David and 
Debbie Anspach. I told the Anspach’s how Eric came 
here solo from MI. Suddenly, this “solo-guy” Eric, that 
didn’t know anyone, was “in” with others and his AACA 
experience was truly elevated 1000-fold! Eric came to 
the Convention to receive a National Award for his Model 
T Ford, so I told him what a big deal that was, 
Congratulations, and that he needed photographs of 
him receiving it, so I’ll take photographs for you. “Just 
look down and smile for me, I will be ready for you” I said. 
Eric was thrilled with anticipation of what this whole 
Awards Show was all about and was so thankful for me 
doing that for him. It is so much fun for me to do as well!

The point of this story is that every one of us is guilty of all 
the good we don’t do, and this can be improved upon 
easily. I include myself too. We can all change people’s 
lives with small, easy to do, gestures and we totally 
enhance our lives in the same process. We end up being 
an even tighter AACA family when we embrace other 
members we never met before, and as great as AACA is, 
it can always be better. Eric went home very excited and 
thankful he was there to witness all the appreciation and 
love he was given that weekend. He went home on a 
mission to have all his AACA friends in MI be there next 
year to share this great experience with him & even 
talked about perhaps starting a region with some of the 
people he met there. They exchanged cards and told 
him they could help him with whatever Eric needed!

We create our own fun out of nothing.

Be bold, get out of your comfort zone and say hello to 
someone new.

I’m so glad I decided to stand up, share my thoughts 
about my friend Chuck. I’m glad Eric was bold enough to 
nd me afterwards and talk to me.

What great people we have in AACA! 

2025
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APRIL CELEBRATIONS
By Brenda Zimmerman, #1238

Birthdays

  1 Art Isaacs
  2 Mark Pfunke
  7 Marc Bernstein
  8 Denise Tuck
11 Maryann Ackerman
11 Joan Jephson

Anniversaries

15 Jake Edwards
17 Jim Johnson
19 Penny Bates
21 Bob Petrich
28 Bill Young Jr.
30 Art Ackerman

  2 Marc & Grace Bernstein 38 years
  9 Robert & Sue Schmidt 60 years
13 Larry & Donna Ashley 29 years
13 Art & Maryann Ackerman 23 years
18 Bob & Joan Jephson 62 years
22 Ron & Kathy Olexa 48 years
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1999 Mercury Sable LS 4-dr. Sedan
Owned by Ann & Abraham Platt

The Mercury Sable story begins in late autumn of 1999 
when we decided to replace Ann’s 1988 Mercury Cougar 
with a new 2000 model Mercury. Since our local Lincoln-
Mercury dealer, Marino’s in Plaineld, NJ, had moved and 
our favorite salesman, Joe Mirto, who had sold Ann both 
the Cougar and her 1982 Mercury Zephyr Z-7 Sports 
Coupe retired, we went to Town & Country Motors in 
Somerville, NJ. Betsie Cronje greeted us when we walked 
in and proceeded to determine what type of car Ann 
wanted. I was still driving my 1989 Mercury Sable station 
wagon at the time, so I preferred something with a stiffer, 
European type suspension. We looked at and test drove 
the Mercury Mystique, Ann was not impressed. While 
discussing other options, including a 2000 Cougar, with 
Betsie, I noticed a beautiful red car at the other end of the 

showroom that had a big FOR SALE at a Reduced Price 
sign on its roof.  This intrigued me, so we went over to 
look at the car. Ann immediately thought the back seat 
would be too tight for passengers based on the aero-
dynamic design of the car. I asked Ann to sit in the back 
seat, and she was impressed by how spacious it was. I 
then asked Betsie if we could test drive this car, she said 

no, and we were told that they had another one on the lot 
that we could drive.  After the test drive, Ann was 
convinced that she would enjoy owning and driving a 
Sable.  The one in the showroom turned out to be a 1999 

Mercury Sable LS Premium 4-door sedan with a Toreador 
Red clear-coat metallic exterior and a Medium Graphite 
leather interior.  This car was fully loaded and included a 
power moonroof, bucket seats, leather steering wheel, 
oor-mounted shifter and console, dual power remote 
outside mirrors, AM/FM stereo radio/cassette player, 
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power windows/doors, power steering and brakes, and 
bright aluminum wheels to name some of the extras. As 
we discussed nancing and nal cost, Betsie had to 
discuss the nal pricing with her manager. When she 
returned, she told us there was a mistake and that the 
price was actually $1,500 lower.  This lower price and the 
0.9% nancing Ford was offering at the time sealed the 
deal and on November 27, 1999, with a $1,000 deposit on 
my credit card, Ann became the proud owner of this 
Sable. 

The Sable had 39 miles on the odometer when 
purchased and now after 24 years as Ann’s daily driver, 
and for the past two years as our lunchtime cruiser to the 
Jersey Shore with the Galloping Hill Cruisers, it has been 
driven for 134,718-plus carefree miles. As the NJ Region 

ndAACA’s 72  Annual Spring Meet was approaching, we 
decided that it was time to have the Sable registered in a 
judged car show. I registered both the Cougar and the 
Sable, washed and detailed both vehicles, and stored 
them back in their garages until the day of the Spring 
Meet. On the morning of the Spring Meet, both my co-

pilot and my other driver backed out due to the predicted 
rainy weather. So, the Sable has to wait for its time. Our 
desire is to have the Sable judged at one of the up-
coming AACA National Meets in AACA Original Class so 
that it can be shown alongside the Cougar which earned 
its AACA HPOF badge in Hershey in 2016.

Overall, in the past 27 years, owning this beautiful 
automobile has been wonderful and exciting; and we 
look forward to many more years of ownership and 
pleasurable driving experiences.  

Photography for this article was provided by Abe Platt
Story written and respectfully submitted by:
Abe and Ann Platt #1524
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  New Jersey Region 

Antique Automobile Club of America 

Vendor Registration
 

 
 

Morris County School of Technology
 

408 E. Main Street, Denville, NJ 07834
 

 

73rd
 
ANNUAL

 
SPRING MEET -

 
SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026

 
(Rain or Shine)

 
 

FLEA MARKET REGISTRATION
 

FORM
 

 

All Flea Market Vendors

 

must complete a registration form -

 

Numbered spaces will be assigned 
on a first come, first serve basis.

  

Receipts will be provided upon request.

 
 

Registration Information:

 
 

CONTACT NAME: _____________________________________________________________

 
 

BUSINESS NAME (if applicable): _________________________________________________

 
 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

   
 

TELEPHONE

 

NUMBER: ________________________________________________________

 
 

EMAIL: ___________________________________@__________________________________

 
 

NO. OF SPACES REQUESTED: ___________

 

Preregistered @ $20.00 =

 

$______.00

 
 
 

Each Space approximate size:

 

10'x20'

                     

Day of Show @ $30.00 = $______.00

                                     
 

Please make checks payable to:

 
 

NJ REGION AACA 

 
 

Mail to:

 

Vince DeLisi

 

(must be received no later than April 25th

 

in order to

 

receive discount)

 

326 E. Oak Avenue

 

Moorestown, NJ 08057

                                         

NJ Region Use Only:

 
                                                                               

Amount Received: $______.00; Check #______

  

For More Information: 

 

Contact Vince

 

at:

 

908-803-1570

  

Or email: vincentdelisi@comcast.net
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(must be received no later than April 28th

  

in order to be on the sponsor signage)

 

 New Jersey Region  
Antique Automobile Club of America  

Spring Meet Sponsor Application  
 

The New Jersey Region  -  AACA will hold its  73 rd
 Annual Spring Show Meet on Sunday, May 3, 2026.    Note that we 

have a NEW LOCATION, providing great visibility,  at:  
 

Morris County School of Technology, 408 E. Main Street, Denville, NJ  07834  
 
This year, we are providing the opportunity for sponsorship opportunities for supporting the NJ Region with recognition 
on the show field and on-line.

 
 
Typically, the Region draws as many as

 
200

 
restored and original condition vehicles,

 
ranging in age from the 1900’s 

brass era to the mid-1990’s
 
for this event.  The show field is organized

 
into 16

 
Judging Classes, with three Awards 

(1st, 2nd & 3rd) to the top vehicles in each class.  The NJ Region judging procedure follows the nationally recognized 
AACA format.  These

 
awards are determined on the basis of vehicle authenticity, maintenance and overall quality of 

restoration.
 

 Recognizing the evolution of the antique car hobby, this
 

Spring Meet Show has expanded the eligible vehicles to also 
include those 25 years and older which have been modified from original design, have been customized by their 
owners, or are hot rods, as well as ‘Modern Classics’ for newer vehicles.

 
 Your sponsorship is important to help the NJ Region continue with the Spring Meet in recognizing

 
all award winners!

 
 All sponsors supporting these awards will be recognized in several ways:

 �
 

Each Sponsor will have their name/business name and address announced throughout the day of the show, AND 
during the trophy presentations.

 �
 

A poster containing the names and addresses of every sponsor will be posted in several areas of the show field 
during the show, including inside next to the refreshment area.

 �
 

A listing of every sponsor will be published in the printed and on-line versions of the national award winning AACA-
NJ Region monthly Newsletter.

 �

 

Each sponsor will be sent a letter of appreciation

 

from the NJ Region President.

 
 □ YES -

 
I would like to support the New Jersey Region, AACA by sponsoring this event!

  My donation of $50 is attached.

 
 Please display my name

 

as follows:

    

Signed ____________________________________

 
 “_________________________________”

  

Name _____________________________________

 
 
Make check payable to “NJ Region AACA”

   

Business Name______________________________

 
 

Send completed form and remittance to:

 
Jerry Peck

      

Address ___________________________________

 
22 Coventry Circle

   
Flemington, NJ 08822

      

Phone ____________________________________

 
 
jerrypecknavy@gmail.com

     

Email _____________________________________

 
For more information call (609) 613-7373
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NEW JERSEY REGION ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB

For Sale          Wanted          Trade

FOR SALE
1958 Edsel Pacer Convertible. Price is $22,500 (or best reasonable 
offer.) It is a 45,000-mile documented Classic car in original 
condition (like it rolled off the assembly line). However, even though 
it is in exceptionally good to excellent condition, it is still 68 years 
old. This vehicle is only for someone who genuinely wants and 
appreciates this ne vintage automobile. 
Answers to frequently asked questions: No power steering, no 
power brakes, no air conditioning. Interior is original-but in 
excellent condition. New tires, new battery, radiator refurbished, 
gas tank replaced (gas gauge intermittent), brake uids ushed, oil 
changed regularly. Engine is the original 361-4-barrel, 
transmission is original, has teletouch trans selector on steering 
wheel (that has been refurbished). Engine and transmission are in 
original low mileage condition. 
Car is located in a storage unit in Union, N.J
Thank You, Frank Barbato. You can text Frank at (732) 735-7787 or 
email at                               09/26fbarbato@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
1965 Corvair Monza convertible, fully cloned into a Corsa. 140-hp, 
4-speed. Extensive performance modications, including center-
mount 4-bbl carburetor, Recaro seats, roll bar, electric fuel pump, 
and much more. Comfortable street cruiser, capable track car. Not 
stock, and not concours quality, but can be shown without 
excuses. Multi-time Fitch Award winner at Lime Rock. Owned for 
45-plus years by a long-time AACA member, CORSA member, 
past CORSA director. Being offered on behalf of the late owner’s 
estate. Located just off I-78 near Phillipsburg, NJ.  Asking 
$16,000.
Contact Gloria Peles at  .yoglotwo@gmail.com

FOR SALE
1982 Buick Riviera  Purchased from the original owner in 2012 
with 19,000 miles on the odo, now stands at 27,500.  Displayed at 
National ROA meet, Williamsburg, VA, heading home the A/C failed, 
driving with windows open, the headliner was hanging from our 
heads before our destination.  It has been replaced, otherwise the 
car is very original with a great interior.  On that trip, the bumper 
llers began to fall off, now all gone, a complete set comes with the 
car but needs to be installed – rattlecan paint is also included.  307 
V-8 – highly optioned.   $8800 / OBO.
Bob Gluck – 973-727-7823 – rggluck@aol.com                  09/26
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