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2021 AACA National Activities Calendar 
Apr 8-10 Southeastern Spring Nationals
Concord, NC 
Apr 15-17* AACA Annual Convention
Philadelphia, PA 
Apr 20-22* Southeastern Divisional Tour Howey in 
the Hills, FL 
May 20-25 Founders Tour Davis, WV 
Jun 2-5 Eastern Divisional Tour 
Eastern Shore of MD 
Jun 17-19 Eastern Spring Nationals Saratoga 
Springs, NY 
July 1-3 Central Spring Nationals Auburn, IN 
Jul 11-16 Vintage Tour Lock Haven/Wellsboro, PA 
Jul 22-24 Grand Nationals New Ulm, MN 
Aug 13-14* Western Fall Nationals Loveland, CO 
Sep 9-11 Southeastern Fall Nationals Greenville, SC 
Sep 12-17 Revival AAA Glidden Tour Saratoga 
Springs, NY 
Oct 6-9 Eastern Fall Nationals Hershey, PA 
Oct 11-16 Southeastern Divisional Tour
Mount Airey, NC
Oct 18-22 Central Divisional Tour Broken Arrow, OK 
Nov 4-6 Special Western Nationals Phoenix, AZ 
Nov 7-11 Western Divisional Tour Phoenix, AZ 

* Note the change in dates for this activity 
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In 2020 We sadly said goodbye to our founding father 
Herb Singe.  See Page 4
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Anyone from anywhere near the 
Somerville area knows that 
one of the biggest and most 
famous bicycle races in the 

country is held on the streets of down-
town Somerville every Memorial Day 
since 1940, with the exception of 1943 
– 1946 when this country was involved 
in World War II. And 2020, due to 

COVID-19!
The Tour was started by the Founder of the 

Somerset Wheelmen, which still exists as an active rac-
ing club, Fred “Pop” Kugler, who was a professional 6 
Day Bike Racer in the 30’s and owned Kugler’s Bike 
Shop in Somerville.

Over the years, many Olympians and bicycle 
racers from all over the world have come to Somerville 
to race. Among then are Eric Heiden and his sister Beth, 
1980 Olympic speed skating medal winners in 1980 and 
our own 1960 Cycling Olympian who grew up in Somer-
ville, Allen Bell.  Beth was also the World Champion 
Woman’s Cyclist in 1980.

Allen, try as he might, never managed to win the 
Tour of Somerville.  Allen placed second many times! 
There is a lot of history on Main Street in Somerville.  On 
the front yard of the Somerset County Courthouse, there 
is a bicycle enshrined.  It was the bicycle of Bound 
Brooks’ Charlie Velo  (Gaglia), who set a record by rid-
ing the streets of Bound Brook back in the days when he 
was in his prime for something like 3 days without ever 
getting off his bike.

Some of you know I was a member of the Som-
erset Wheelmen as a competitive bicycle racer. I never 
came anywhere close to winning the Tour of Somerville, 
but I did place second in the Junior Tour in 1956, the 
year I was the New Jersey State Junior Sprint Champi-
on.

To get back to Charlie Velo.  I never knew his 
real name was Gaglia until much later in my life, when I 
learned that one of the attorneys I was working with was 
his son!  He and Pop Kugler were my trainers.  They 
taught me how to race a bicycle and become a champi-
on.

Everybody had advice for a kid with potential.  
Some good, some bad.  Charlie Velo used to tell me to 
listen to everybody, let it go in one ear, filter it out in your 
head, and let what you don’t think has any value go out 
the other. Guess what?  I’m still doing this!  When I be-
came President of this Region, there were some of 
those same people around, giving me advice!  Some of 
it I find valuable and keep, some of it I find irrelevant and 

discard! 
We are going to have another interesting meet-

ing on February 4th.  Make sure to look at Bill Pritchett’s 
email a few days before and log in to the meeting.  
It is very simple.  Just click on the link in Bill’s email and 
you will find yourself in the meeting! (Make sure your 
sound is on.)

We will be having two guests from AACA.  Mark 
McAlpine, Vice President of National Activities and Don 
Barlup, Past President and Vice President of National 
Headquarters/Library to join us in our discussions re-
garding what is involved in our hosting the 2022 Glidden 
Tour.

I invited Mark because tours are his area of re-
sponsibility and I invited Don because of his expertise 
running tours, especially the Glidden.

I suggest you log in timely as I intend to intro-
duce our guests early in the meeting so we can discuss 
this matter and they can get on their way.
I can’t wait myself!
Respectfully submitted,
Art Briggs, President
NJAACA #1469

UNDER THE HOOD
Notes from the editor

We are coming up on a year 
since we were first told to 
“Stay home for 2 weeks to 
flatten the curve”.  And I for 

one won’t complain too much about 
how hard it has been.  I’ve been 
blessed with good health and employ-
ment.  Those are 2 things not everyone 
has the benefit of over the last year.

I will tell you though that this newsletter has 
been a challenge.  I went back and reviewed the issues 
from 2020 and while the struggle was real, we as a club, 
knocked it out of the park.  With the sometimes super 
human help of many club members, our newsletter 
stands out as a quality publication that gets noticed and 
read by other regions.

Content is hard to come by and takes extra effort 
in a time when there just isn’t anything going on in the 
car world.  No national events, no weekend get togeth-
ers and scant few cruise days or nights to speak of.  
Marque clubs in our area for Cadillacs and Mustangs 
have been active and trying their level best to get people 
out.  National publications such as The Speedster and 
the Judging newsletter have provided welcome content 
to carry us up to the deadline.
So this is just my way to say Thank you, to all of you 
who have contributed and kept our newsletter alive.
On My honor……..
Jay DeBoey Editor
NJAACA #1540
908-963-5985

A Message from the
President

February 2021
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Remembering
Herbert J. Singe

Editors note : In December of 2020 the world lost Herb J. Singe, our regions founder, or mentor and our 
friend.  I share with you the message his family sent on that sorrowful day.  We have lost one of the truly 
great ones.

Dear friends,
It is with a heavy heart that I must report the passing of my father, Herbert J. “Herb” Singe, yesterday after-
noon after a brief but catastrophic illness the cause of which is still to be determined. He was a lifelong resi-
dent of Hillside, NJ for all of his 94 years, except for the 21 months he served as a petty officer second class 
in the US Navy from 1944-46. Less than a week after his 94th birthday on Saturday, November 28th, he be-
gan to lose the use of his legs and entered the hospital within five days. Six days later and still undiagnosed, 
he was gone.  Herb was many things, a devoted son and brother, a loving husband, father and grandfather 
and a good friend to the many hundreds whom he met and got to know through his various hobbies, his nu-
merous successful business enterprises and the many organizations of which he was a member.  Perhaps 
best known as a collector, restorer, mechanic and driver / tourer of antique cars ranging from the brass era 
(just after the turn of the 20th century) up through the post-World War II era, and antique (preWW2) motor 
scooters, Herb was also interested in most anything mechanical, electrical or that combined the two and 
which dated anytime from the past century and a quarter, including mechanical musical devices, flashlights 
and other battery operated lighted items, model airplane motors and the miniature race cars that they pow-
ered and electric motors, among many other machines. A 70+ year member of the Horseless Carriage Club 
of America (HCCA), Antique Automobile Club of America (AACA) and the Veteran (now Vintage) Motor Car 
Club of America (VMCCA) and 50+ year member of the Early Ford V-8 Club of America, he drove and toured 
his antique cars throughout the entire east coast, as far west as Indiana and up into Canada, as well as 
through ten western European countries, always accompanied by his faithful wife Margaret and often by his 
son, Herb.

Herb was the last surviving founding member and first director / president of the antique car club he 
started, the NJ Region of the AACA. He enjoyed attending antique car shows and swap meets throughout the 
entire country, east, south, mid-west and west, and in England and France as well, and a ended more than 
70 AACA EASTERN Fall Nationals (Meets) starting in 1949 at the Devon, PA horse show grounds and just 
last month in Gettysburg, PA as well as for ALL 66 HERSHEY Fall Nationals (Meets), a fact that he was emi-
nently proud of. Herb loved walking and later scootering around old car swap meets and flea markets, buying 
mechanical treasures of all sorts, shapes and sizes. He and Margaret also enjoyed traveling all around Amer-
ica, as well as flying to and traveling around the Caribbean and Europe, as well as the time they spent at their 
summer home in the Green Island section of Toms River and cruising around Barnegat Bay on one of his two 
Chris Craft power boats, both named Wiki Wiki. Herb, along with his loyal wife of 61 & 1/2 years, Margaret, 
and, later, their son, Herb, built their business, Addressing Machine & Supply Co., which started with Herb 
carrying a tool bag and became one of the largest and most successful companies in its field of the sales, 
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service and rebuilding of new and used mailing machinery and 
equipment in the 1970s and 80s, with as many as 25 employees 
and sales of machinery to companies on six continents. Now run 
for the past two plus decades by Herb’s close friend David, the 
company will celebrate its 60th anniversary next summer. Herb 
was also a successful investor in both the stock market and 
Hillside, NJ real estate, a 73-year member of the Grand Masonic 
Lodge and a long time Rotarian, first as a member of the Hillside 
and then Union, NJ Rotary clubs, as well as a Paul Harris Fellow. 
He was proud to be the member who sponsored the first female 
Rotarian in the Hillside
club.  All in all, what Herb really enjoyed was working with his 
hands using tools, in his garage, on one of his many projects, 
both big and small, talking with his friends about old cars or other 
mechanical gadgets or driving a 100+ year old automobile. That, 
his family and his friends were what was most important to him.  

Herb was predeceased by his cherished mother, Lottie 
Mae, and his father, also Herb, a true craftsman with whom he 
worked closely on mechanical projects from an early age and 
from whom he learned much about metal and woodworking and 
who also made it to age 94. For the past five years he dearly 
missed his beloved wife and partner of 61 & 1/2 years, Margaret, who was the only person to believe in him 
when he started their business in 1961, as well as his dear younger sister Marilyn and her companion in her 
later years, who was also Herb’s oldest and closest friend, Bob Kyber. He is survived by his loyal and very 
much loved son Herb and the daughter-in-law he adored, Belinda; the daughter he loved, Peggy Sue; and 
Herb and Belinda’s two children, Herb William and Heidi, both of whom he treasured and was very proud of; 
as well as colleagues, friends and long term employees David, Bob and Bob; his carpenter friend Bill; motor 
scooter friend Jim; old car friend Vinnie; his helpful and considerate friend and caregiver over the past few 
years, Josie; Herb and Margaret’s dear Yorkie Sweetie; and many other friends too numerous to mention.  

For everyone’s safety and wellbeing during the current pandemic, there will be no public wake or fu-
neral service at this time. 

Once the pandemic has 
subsided and our world has re-
turned to a somewhat normal mode 
again, we will schedule a celebra-
tion of life ceremony in Hillside for 
Herb, hopefully sometime next 
year. Please email us or check the 
above website once the NJ state of 
emergency has been lifted for the 
date and a time. Also, a suggested 
and very apropos charity, which 
represents values close to Herb’s 
heart, for those who would like to 
contribute towards a remembrance 
of Herb’s life, will be announced at 
that time. And, please, no flowers, 
gift baskets, food or gifts, etc. 

In the meantime, we hope 
you will take to heart what Herb 
believed. Life is for the living. Do 
not mourn, but do remember those, 

like Herb, who have passed, but, most importantly, make the most of your time here on Earth. And best wish-
es for a joyful and heartwarming holiday season and a better new year.  Sincerely with warmest regards and 
the remembrance of our father, grandfather and friend, Herb.
Herb Singe and the Singe family 
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SOUND IN MOTION
1930: The First Motorola Brand Car Radio

This article from the "Motorola Solutions Heritage Archives." 
is re-printed her with the permission of Sue Topp of Motorola Solutions

Even the Great Depression couldn't stop Motorola founder Paul V. Galvin. When he learned about 
technicians fitting home radios into automobiles, he recognized the potential of the new technology. 
Galvin engaged a team of talented engineers to build and install one of the first commercially suc-
cessful car radios in the world. Motorola created a new market and ultimately became a global leader 
in communications technologies.

Difficult times
Paul V. Galvin and his brother Joseph started the Galvin 

Manufacturing Corporation in Chicago in 1928 to manufacture 
battery eliminators. These electronic devices enabled battery-
powered home radios to operate on household electric current. 
But in 1929, a stock market crash devastated the U.S. economy 
and the battery eliminator was becoming obsolete. The Galvins 
needed a new product for their small business to survive.

A radio parts company founded by William P. Lear was 
located in the same factory building as Galvin Manufacturing 
Corporation. Lear technicians, including chief production engi-
neer Don H. Mitchell, were experimenting with radio technolo-
gies. Despite the worsening economy, the markets for automo-
bile and radio technologies were growing rapidly. Paul Galvin re-
alized that consumer demand would continue. He decided Galvin 
Manufacturing could develop an affordable radio that could be 
installed in most popular automobile models.

Design challenges
Galvin engaged a team that combined the talents of Lear and 
Galvin Manufacturing radio engineers. In addition, young Elmer 
Wavering, who later was inducted into the Automotive Hall of 
Fame, joined the effort. The team faced difficult technical prob-
lems: overcoming electrical interference, finding space in the car 
for large radio components, and building it sturdy enough to en-
dure rough roads. Galvin encouraged them to keep working to 
find a solution. 

In May 1930, Galvin announced plans to drive his Stu-
debaker automobile from Chicago, Illinois, to Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, U.S.A., a distance of about 850 miles (1368 kilometers). 
He intended to demonstrate the new radio at the Radio Manufac-
turers Association Convention in June. With only one month left 
to complete a working model, the team worked day and night.

A few days before Galvin departed, the crew successfully built a radio that received a clear signal with the car 
motor running. By squeezing some radio parts inside and others under the floor, the radio fit into the car. Alt-
hough rough roads from Chicago to New Jersey tested the radio to its limits, it withstood the journey.

Public Showing
Galvin Manufacturing Corporation wasn't registered for the June 1930 Radio Manufacturers' show, 

and Paul Galvin had no display booth or appointments with prospective customers. There was no money in 
the company's budget for marketing. Instead, Galvin parked his car at the entrance to the Atlantic City pier 
and boosted the radio's volume with loudspeakers to attract attention. With his wife, Lillian, helping to demon-

This reproduction of Motorola’s first car 
radio, 1930’s model 5T71, included (left to 
right) a radio receiver, tuning control and 
speaker.
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NJ REGION CLOTHING EMPORIUM
Show your Club Support in our regalia!!

T-Shirts, Jackets, Sweatshirts.  
Sizes for All

Call for more information
Roger Bagley (908) 337-4976

roger_m_bagley@yahoo.com

strate the radio, he encouraged show attendees to take a look. 
When visitor traffic was slow, he went inside the hall to convince 
people to come outside for a demonstration.
Galvin returned to Chicago with enough sales orders to ensure 
that the company would survive to face the next challenges: 
sales, manufacturing and installation on a large scale. 

Birth of the Motorola brand
Paul Galvin wanted a brand name for Galvin Manufacturing Cor-
poration's new car radio-something memorable. He created the 
name "Motorola" to suggest sound in motion (from "motor" and 
the then-popular suffix "ola"). The Motorola brand name became 
so well-known that Galvin Manufacturing Corporation later 
changed its name to Motorola, Inc. 

A commercial success
The car radio installation continued to challenge the engineers. 
Elmer Wavering remembered, "If somebody bought a new car 
and decided to put 

in a car radio, they'd get a real shock. They saw us go in and rip 
out the brand new headlining in the car, drill holes into the floor 
for our batteries, and rig up a whole complicated electrical sys-
tem with a network of wires." With every installation, the team 
gained experience.
Paul Galvin and Elmer Wavering traveled around the United 
States selling radios and teaching new dealers how to install 
them correctly. With business growing, a fleet of Motorola sales 
and service trucks with factory-trained sales engineers soon sup-
ported radio dealers with sales, service and installation. 
Due to determination and innovative engineering, the Motorola 
model 5T71 radio became one of the world's first commercially 
successful car radios. With sales that first year reaching interna-
tionally to Mexico, the Motorola car radio connected thousands of 
people with news and entertainment in their "second home"-- the 
automobile.
This article originally appears on the Motorola Solutions Heritage Archives website at https://www.motorolasolutions.com/
en_us/about/company-overview/history/explore-motorola-heritage/sound-motion.html and is reprinted with permission via 
email dated 1/26/21 

A Motorola car radio installation diagram 
(circa 1930) showed batteries, spark plug 
suppressors and the antenna, in addition to 
the radio components.

Advertising, as on this car radio 
demonstration vehicle in 1932, helped to 
make Motorola a familiar brand name.
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CELEBRATIONS
By Brenda Zimmerman, NJ AACA Region #1238

february BIRTHDAYS

8  ............. Chuck Toye

19............. Diane Manganelli

21............. Edward Symonds

25............. Sven Mangulson

26............. Jose DeFreitas

27............. Charles Bates

27............. Pat Hogan

27............. Brian Pritchett

february anniversaries

14 ......... King & Peggy Schaedel ........ 60

21 ......... Ed & Debbie Symonds ............. 39

24 ......... Duane & Trisha Copley ........ 47

Judging Admin Volunteers
Judging Administration is looking for individuals who 
would like to contribute to AACA National judging. 
Knowledge of judging is important, therefore anyone 
wishing to join the Admin Team must complete Judg-
ing School, Apprentice Training Certified Judging Ed-
ucation (CJE), Apprentice Field Judging and the 
Judges Administration CJE. It is important that all 
judges in Admin be physically mobile, able to add 
and subtract (basic math) and familiar with basic 
computer data entry. Interested or want more infor-
mation? 
Please send Dollie Flechler, Chairman Judging Ad-
ministration, an email at Flechlerd@yahoo.com.
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A fter having been without a collector car for 
more than 15 years, an opportunity to get 
back into the collector car hobby came up-
on me and my twin brother, Mike.   During 

the summer of 2019, one of my brother’s business 
associates mentioned that he 
was thinking about selling his 
1967 Imperial Crown Sedan.  My 
brother had known about this car 
for many years and told the prior 
owner that he would be interest-
ed in purchasing the car should 
the prior owner ever consider 
selling it.  The owner knew that 
my brother and I had owned and 
cared for many collector cars 
over the years and would 
properly care for this car as well.  
In October, 2019, the prior own-
er decided that he was ready to 
sell the car and he was pleased 
that we would become the car’s 
new owner and caretaker.

We learned that the Im-
perial was purchased new from Mikan Motors in 
Madison, New Jersey, by the previous owner’s fa-
ther. The car was passed down to the prior owner 

after his father passed.   From the time it was new, 
the Imperial was always garaged at the same home 
in Maplewood, New Jersey, where both the previous 
owner and his father resided.  The previous owner 
told us that the Imperial had only seen snow on one 

or two occasions in its 
53 years and was nev-
er driven over 60 miles 
per hour.  The previous 
owner also advised 
that he and his dad 
had never even used 
the air conditioner.  
The Imperial came with 
all service records 
since new, showing oil 
changes every 3,000 
miles.  The original 
Certicard and owner’s 
manual were in the 
glove box.  The original 
build-sheet was found 
under the front seat. 

A review of the 
service records indicated that the car was complete-
ly original, except that Mikan Motors replaced the 
factory installed Holley carburetor with a Carter car-

Owned by Barry Rosenberg
Bound Brook New Jersey

Story & Photos by Barry Rosenberg NJAACA #1647

The rich opulent interiors of the Imperial line were second to none
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buretor in 1969, due to persistent problems with 
the original Holley unit.  The service records 
showed that almost all of the car’s 88,800 original 
miles were accumulated prior to the 1990’s.    A 
paint meter confirmed that all paint was the origi-
nal Formal Black lacquer.  

More than 40 hours were required clean-
ing and detailing the interior and exterior of the 
Imperial.  The interior was extremely well pre-
served, but appeared to have never been cleaned 
or vacuumed during its 50 plus years.  All interior 
surfaces were carefully cleaned, including seats, 
dash, chrome trim, door panels, walnut trim and 
headliner.  Several applications of leather, vinyl 
and rubber preservatives were applied.    The ex-
terior was equally well preserved and free from 
any rust or blemishes, except for many layers of 
Turtle Wax, which gave the black paint a grey 
hue.  Polishing compound was carefully applied, 
followed by carnauba wax.   A clay bar was used 
in select locations where needed.   All of the weath-
er-stripping and rubber seals were free of any deteri-
oration and only required an application of preserva-
tive to restore them to a like-new appearance.  Even 
the vinyl wood appliques on the exterior door han-

dles and fender emblems exhibited no fading or de-
terioration. 

After completing the detailing work in No-
vember, 2019, a few laps around the neighborhood 

confirmed a consistent hesitation problem when 
accelerating from a stop – and a carburetor in 
need of attention.  So, we removed the Carter 4 
barrel and had it rebuilt by Philip Cancilla, Custom 
Rebuilt Carburetor – Middlesex, New Jersey, us-
ing ethanol-friendly materials.  Sure enough, this 
solved the hesitation problem and restored the 
smooth acceleration of the 440 cubic inch engine. 
The Imperial was garaged for a few months until it 
could be brought to our long-time mechanic, Dan 
Juhasz, a MOPAR specialist and co-founder of 
Accurate Auto Tune in Cranford.  Dan has pur-
chased, restored and owned many significant 
1960’s muscle cars over the years, including sev-
eral Hemi’s, Boss and Shelby Mustangs, and a 
GTO.   Because of the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the sudden business decline, we 
were able to bring the Imperial to Dan’s garage for 
a long-term stay, where we could carefully review 
all mechanical systems and components as part 
of the preservation of the car.  As part of the 
preservation project, we decided it was best to 

DIMENSIONS POWERTRAIN OVERVIEW
Weight 4,830 lbs. Engine 440 C.I.D Wedge 

V8.  350HP @4400 
RPM

Manufacturer Imperial Division

Wheelbase 127 in. Production 2,193 Sedans

Length 224.7 in. Transmission
3 Spd TorqueFlite 
A727 Automatic

Body Style(s) 2 and 4 dr Hardtop,, 
sedans, convertibles

Width 79.6 in. Assembly Jefferson Avenue    
Assembly, Detroit MI

1967 Imperial Sedan (Code YM41).

The 440 is immaculate and runs like new.

A survivor trunk!!  The Imperial was very well kept over the years and it shows.
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rebuild the carburetor (described above), power 
steering pump and distributor as well as replace the 
water pump, master cylinder, fuel pump, hoses, 
belts, etc. You get the idea. We thoroughly inspect-
ed all other mechanical and electrical compo-
nents..........and these are some of the highlights.

We put the car up on a lift and started from 
there. The first thing we noticed was a leaking 
freeze out plug.We replaced the freeze out plug with 
a new one. Next, we noticed the original steering 
column rag joint from 1967 was in bad shape, We 
were able to secure a fresh NOS replacement.
 While driving the car we noticed a grinding 
sound coming from the rear end. Sure enough, we 
needed rear axle bearings.

After removing the old bearings we were ready to 
replace the axle bearing assembly.

Next, we tackled the exhaust system. We replaced 
the muffler and exhaust manifold. We noticed a 
damaged flange end, so that pipe was replaced as 
well. We were able to source a shop that fabricated 
the exhaust from factory blueprints. With the new 
exhaust in place,  we decided to use "titanium" tape 
wrap around the exhaust pipe (below the exhaust 
manifold) to prevent adjacent components from get-
ting too hot.

Imperials used nylon coated timing gears for 
ultra-quiet operation. To be sure we didn't have an 
issue, we dropped the oil pan and found no evi-
dence of plastic gear pieces in the oil pan. The bot-
tom of the engine was spotless and looked brand 
new. We also checked that there was no play in the 
timing chain by manually rotating the crankshaft and 
observing the distributor. When we set the timing, 
the timing gun “flash” on the timing mark remained 
steady, showing no play. Everything was good. The 
original owner's son stated that he and his father 
never "floored" the car and kept the speed under 60 
mph. We replaced the oil pan and transmission gas-
kets. All good. 

The passenger side rear power window was 
found to be slipping. We removed the power window 
motor and noticed the gear had practically disinte-

New axle bearings in place

A blow torch was used to get the old bearings off the shaft. 

Titanium Tape is used to protect surrounding components.
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grated. So we replaced the window motor with a re-
placement designed for later models from the 70's. 
This required the use of a longer bolt. 

Further inspection revealed that the inside of 
the radiator didn't look so good.   It also felt heavier 
than it should, so we sent it out to get boiled and re-
cored. After completing this work, the radiator looked 
as good as new on the inside and outside. The en-
gine operating temperature has been very good since 
then, even during some hot days this past summer.  

The Imperial’s automatic 
temperature control system was 
very advanced for its day, sensing 
the temperature in the interior of 
the car to blend heat, fresh air and 
cooled air, based on the tempera-
ture set on the dashboard dial.  We 
found that the temperature sys-
tem’s vacuum distribution switch 
and fittings were deteriorated and 
required replacement and repair.  
After charging the system, the air 
conditioning works very well.

One of the last things com-
pleted was the installation of Dia-
mond Back Classics triple stripe 
tires to match the original and a 
front end alignment. The car drives 
perfectly straight, no pull whatsoev-
er.

Now that we have rebuilt, 
replaced and inspected everything, 
it was time for our test drive. To our 

delight, the car drives just like it left the showroom. 
No rattles, no squeaks, no quirks - just smooth float-
ing luxury. 

The Imperial by Chrysler was an independent 
make in 1955 when it was introduced and registered 
as a separate brand from the Chrysler brand name. 
The Imperial was the quintessential luxury car built 
from 1955 until 1975. It was revamped in 1981 and 
built until 1983.  The 1967 Imperial maintained the 
styling cues Elwood Engel used to create the 1964-
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1966 Imperials. It was built on the Unibody “C” 
platform used by other full-size Mopars. The 
switch to Unibody construction was a more cost 
efficient measure than tooling an assembly line 
dedicated to the Imperial brand solely. This re-
placed the platform the Imperial had been using 
since 1957. The new Unibody platform had a 
significant weight reduction as well as interior 
and exterior dimensions.   The Imperial boasted 
an impressive drivetrain, including a 440 cubic 
inch V-8 with 350 hp and 480 lb feet of torque.  
While having a slightly shorter wheelbase than 
the 1966 model, the 1967 Imperial is still a very 
generously sized automobile, being 224.7 inch-
es long, 79.6 inches wide and 56.2 inches high.  
Curb weight is 4,860 pounds.   All of this horse-
power and bulk obviously yields a thirsty 9.3 
miles per gallon.  

1967 Featured symmetrical front Grill than 1966, with the impressive “IMPERIAL” front & Center

The door pulls are designed for both visual appeal and convenience.

The long sleek elegant lines of the Imperial were completely new for the third generation 1967 model.
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ALL MODELS
440 Cubic Inch V-8 Engine Front Center Armrest
4-Barrel Carburetor Retractable Safety Belts
Stainless Steel Deluxe Wheel Covers with Die Cast Applique Heater
Power Front Disc/Rear Drum Brakes Door-To-Door Carpeting
TorqueFlite 3-Speed Automatic Transmission Electric Clock
Power Steering Remote Control Mirror
5-Year/50,000-Mile Engine and Drive Train Warranty Undercoating
Dual Master Cylinder Vanity with Mirror
Power Windows Four Cigarette Lighters and 
Roadside Warning Flashers Ashtrays
Sentry Signal Four Glove Compartments
Stand Up Hood Ornament Rare Walnut Paneling
Courtesy Lights Backup Lamps
Embossed Cornering Lamps Hinged Interior Door Handles
Three Speed Electric Windshield Wipers & Washers Custom Body side striping
Carpeted Luggage Compartment and Spare Tire Concealed Jack
Automatic Parking Brake Release Lane Change Indicator
Passenger Assist Grip

Crown Four Door Hardtop
(in addition to items listed above)

Two Front Center Armrests
Rear Center Armrest

50/50 Split Front Seat with Passenger Recliner
Crown Ornamentation

Barry’s Imperial includes the following factory options:
570 .....Tilt-A-Scope Steering Wheel ($92.45)
413 .....Auto-Temp Front Air Conditioner (Late production only) ($493.45)
521 .....Tinted Glass ($52.70)
423 .....AM/FM Search-Tune Radio w/ Front & Rear Speakers, Power Antenna, & Floor Tuning 
Switch ($227.75)
 ...........Seats with Leather Upholstery ($102.25)
533 .....Headrests ($52.45)
455 .....Six-Way Power Seat - Left & Right Sides ($210.85) (Crown Four Door Hardtop only)
542 .....Door Edge Guards ($6.40) (LeBaron, Crown Four Door Hardtop, & Imperial Sedan only)

Paint Code/Name
B Formal Black
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Rich’s Repair Ramblings
February 2021: Brakes 203: How to Perform a 

Brake Fluid Flush

Our 6th and final Repair Ramblings article on 
brakes will cover brake system fluid flush-
ing. If you’ve been following along, I trust 
that I’ve made the case for brake fluid flush-

ing as an important component of regular vehicle 
maintenance. Brake fluid ages out over time: it ab-
sorbs moisture, which lowers its boiling temperature, 
which could result in brake failure. The suggested in-
terval for this task varies widely, depending on wheth-
er you believe everything you read on the Internet! 
Seriously, I first suggest following the vehicle manu-
facturer’s recommendations. If there is no published 
interval, then for our collector cars, which tend to sit 
more than our daily drivers, I personally recommend a 
minimum of 2 years, and a maximum of 3 years be-
tween brake fluid flushes. (Some high-end exotic car 
manufacturers specify an annual brake fluid flush.)
This is a job where having access to several task-
specific tools can make the process less onerous. 
They’re not mandatory, but I own several of them and 
they certainly help get the job done. I will introduce 
these tools later on in the article. 
Before you turn a single wrench, you will need to 
gather together the following: a supply of fresh brake 
fluid, ideally, from an unopened can or bottle (a best 
practice is to buy several small jars instead of one 
large jar, so if you use only one, the 2nd jar remains 
sealed against moisture); a length of clear plastic 
hose in a size that will snugly fit over the bleeder 

screws (about 2 feet is sufficient); a clean glass jar (a 
pickle or jelly jar works well); and the correct size 
wrench for the bleeder screw. The flushing can be 
done manually or with a pressure bleeder, and we will 
review both. If done manually, you’ll need an assis-
tant to depress the brake pedal for you. If your assis-
tant is your spouse, be prepared to buy dinner when 
this is over. 
For the hose, clear works best so you can see the 
fluid travel through it. More importantly, the inner di-
ameter must be a size that fits snugly over the bleed-
er screw and stays in place. If it’s too loose, it will al-
low air and/or fluid to escape, and it may fall off. If it’s 
too tight, it may not slide on fully, and it may fall off. 
Pull a wheel and try several different size hoses to 
find the best size before you start. 
In an earlier article, I showed photos of brake fluid 
reservoirs with old brake fluid (dark and dirty), and 
with fresh fluid (light amber and clean). The object of 
the fluid flushing exercise is to PUSH all the old dirty 
fluid through the lines and out of the car, while intro-
ducing new clean fluid in its place. The task is per-
formed at all four wheels, one wheel at a time, and 
unless the manufacturer states otherwise, you should 
start the job at the wheel brake farthest from the mas-
ter cylinder. For 99% of our cars, that would be the 
right rear. While it’s not absolutely necessary to re-
move the road wheel, doing so can ease access.

To begin: remove the cap on the master cylin-
der, and if the fluid is low, top it up. IT IS IM-
PORTANT TO REGULARLY CHECK THE MASTER 
CYLINDER FLUID LEVEL AND TOP OFF AS NEED-
ED. ALLOWING THE RESERVOIR TO RUN EMPTY 
INTRODUCES AIR INTO THE SYTEM AND WILL 
REQUIRE THAT YOU START THE FLUSH ALL 
OVER AGAIN. 

Here’s the process for a manual flush done by 
two people. (This is done with engine and ignition 
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A caliper with bleeder screw in upper left, protected by its rubber cap
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OFF.) At the first wheel (presumably right rear): add 
some fresh fluid to the clean glass jar, about one to 
two inches. Slip one end of the hose over the bleeder 
screw, and insert the other end of the hose into the 
jar, making sure that the end stays submerged in flu-
id. Ask your helper, seated in the driver’s seat, to 
pump the brake pedal several times, then to press the 
brake pedal AND KEEP PRESSURE ON THE PE-
DAL. Crack open the bleeder screw, about a half turn, 
which should start the flow of fluid. You should see 
dark fluid enter the jar. Ask the assistant to inform you 
when the pedal has bottomed out; s/he should main-
tain pressure on the pedal. With the pedal held there, 
tighten the bleeder screw. Once the bleeder screw is 
tight, ask the assistant to repeat the process (pump 
pedal 3x, press and hold, inform you when pedal 
reaches bottom). You should crack open the bleeder 
screw each time the pedal is held. Repeat this pro-
cess as often as necessary until you see only clean 
fluid entering the jar. Once that has occurred, snug 
the bleeder screw tight and move onto the 2nd (left 
rear) wheel. 

Again, as you push fluid out through this meth-
od, it’s important to regularly check the fluid level in 
the master cylinder. You must also watch the fluid lev-
el in the glass jar. Once it gets about half full, pour out 
the excess fluid into a separate container. NEVER 
MIX OLD BRAKE FLUID WITH NEW BRAKE FLUID. 
The old fluid cannot be reused, and must be discard-
ed in an environmentally responsible way. (Many 
communities now recycle brake fluid along with old 
engine oil, paint, etc.)

After the left rear, the next wheel in turn would 
be the right front, and lastly, the left front. If this flush 
is being performed as part of regular maintenance, 
there was likely no air in the system to begin with. As 
long as the flushing process did not introduce air, then 
the brake pedal should always remain firm. If, on the 

other hand, the system was opened up for a repair 
(for example, to replace a caliper), then the flushing is 
removing any trapped air AND exchanging the fluid. 
The difference is that you will see air bubbles in the 
hose and glass jar during flushing. You must continu-
ally bleed fluid at that wheel until all bubbles are gone 
and you see a solid stream of fluid. 

That’s the manual process. A special tool 
called a pressure bleeder allows you to work solo. 
The pressure bleeder is a large plastic bottle, perhaps 
a gallon or so, with a pump operated via a handle. A 
hose runs out of the jar and is attached to a replace-
ment master cylinder cap. The user adds a quantity of 
brake fluid to the bottle, then pumps the handle to 

build up air pressure in the bottle. When this is done, 
the hose from the pressure bleeder is full of brake flu-
id and is connected to the master cylinder. When a 
bleeder screw is cracked open, the air pressure in the 
bottle pushes brake fluid toward the master cylinder. 
There is no need for someone to “pump/press/hold” at 
the driver’s seat (although you should still buy your 
spouse dinner). Instead of checking the fluid in the 
master cylinder, occasionally check the fluid level in 

Close-up of the bleeder screw; hose must fit snugly over nipple

The Motive Power Bleeder; note 2 different size master cylinder caps
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the pressure bottle. You can quickly move from wheel 
to wheel, opening each bleeder screw in turn and 
tightening it once clear fluid is seen entering the jar. 

For my pressure bleeder, I own master cylin-
der caps designed to fit two of my cars. If the pres-
sure bleeder manufacturer does not offer a specific 
cap for your jalopy, one option is to purchase a spare 
cap and drill a hole in it, making sure that the hose in 
the cap is well-secured and doesn’t leak. 

Another helpful tool is the brake bleeder bot-
tle. This tool lets you skip the glass jar (prone to tip-
ping over) and also does a better job of keeping the 
hose submerged. The one I own has a magnet on 
the side of the bottle, allowing me to mount it on a 
metal part close to the bleeder screw. The only issue 
with mine is that it’s so small that I need to empty it of 
fluid more frequently.

If your car has ABS (anti-lock braking system), 
standard or optional on many cars beginning in the 
1980s, you may want to double-check the brake fluid 
flushing procedure. The ABS control module may pre-
vent fluid from easily being pushed out via the brake 
pedal (although I did a brake fluid flush with the pres-
sure bleeder on my ABS-equipped 2003 Volvo and 
did not have an issue). Some vehicle manufacturers 
call for a special flushing procedure to be followed. Do 
your due diligence and find out before your start. 

This concludes our series of articles on 
brakes. I hope that your learned something and that 
you feel more confident in working on your car’s 
brakes yourself. Feel free to reach out to me at 
r_reina@msn.com if you have any brake-related 
questions. 
Next month in Rich’s Repair Ramblings: We’re 
Talking Tires

It’s Not the Cars, It’s the Memories
By Fred Trusty Vice President -Membership

A t age 14, I got a copy of the 
Kentucky Drivers Manual. I read 
it front to back several times and 
memorized all the stopping dis-

tances and other important facts. If only I 
had that much enthusiasm for my school 
work. On Sunday mornings I would get 
up and be ready for church long before it 

was time to leave. My mother would let me back her 
1967 Oldsmobile Delmont 88 out of the garage about 
10 –15 minutes before it was time to leave. I would 
drive it the 200 feet or so down the driveway but I was-
n’t allowed to go into the street (or at least I didn’t get 
caught) so I would go in reverse all the way back to the 
garage. Everyone told me that parallel parking was the 
hardest part of the driving test so I put chalk markings 
on the asphalt in front of the garage to simulate parking 
spaces so I could practice parallel parking. 

A couple of days after my 16th birthday I took 
the written test and easily passed. Then a couple of 
months later I took the driving test and after 2 years of 
parallel parking practice, I could parallel park that Olds 
blindfolded. I now had a license to drive but no money 
for insurance, and gas. Having a car meant no more 
walking to and from school uphill both ways in the 
snow, or at least that’s what my kids say about me. I 
could be one of the cool kids at school. I could be 
somebody. Oh, and let’s not forget the biggest motivat-
ing factor; girls. But getting a part time job after school 
meant quitting football. Hmm? I started work at the 
Beechmont Key Market making $1.60/hour. With some 
money I had saved from cutting grass and a loan from 
my father, I paid $500 for a 1965 Ford Custom. The 
Custom was basically a Galaxy without all the options 
and trim but for some reason this one was equipped 
with factory air, automatic, power steering, power 
brakes, 352 CI engine, and a 4-barrel carburetor. Cars 
invoke memories of our younger days. Have you ever 
noticed that when some people talk about their cars 
they have a gleam in their eyes? “I had one just like this 
in high school” or “The first date with my wife was in a 
car like this?” What are your memories? I might not 
have a ’65 Ford Custom anymore but I still have the 
memories. Now think of young people to-day. 20 years 
from now when they see a car on the show field, are 
they going to say, “Wow, my first car was a ’95 Toyota 
Corolla. I drove it in high school during the 2020 Covid-
19 pandemic.” If you see a 90’s car on the show field, 
don’t think of it as just a used car. To someone young-
er, someday it might bring back fond memories. 

Brake bleeder bottle; note magnet attaching it to caliper
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1952 Ford Custom. – Flathead V8, stick with OD,  excellent 
condition,  runs great.  Great touring car.  $14,500.   
Ray 732-873-3094 (New Jersey) 

Lost Model A—Looking to find the 1930 Model A coupe I sold 
35 year ago in Cranford NJ.  Have no record of who I sold it to.
Car was Blk w/Blk fenders, red wheels had tail light on each 
rear fender and dealer decal on gas tank.  Rumble seat convert-
ed from trunk.   Bought the car in High School and would love to 
get it back.  If anyone has a 1930 Model A coupe or knows 
someone who owns a 1930 Ford Coupe it may be the one 
Rweingart@comcast.net Cell 908 418 1980   Office 908 276 
6984   

Classifieds
NEW JERSEY REGION ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB

For Sale        Wanted        Trade

Curious about Judging?  Read The Judge Newsletter 
from the National Judging team.  It’s printed seasonally 

and offers great insight to the world of Judging.
Click HERE

YOUR AD  CAN BE HERE
ACCEPTING ADVERTISING 
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 

2020
SEE TIM SCHIMMEL OR JAY 
DEBOEY FOR COST INFOR-

MATION

NJ REGION CLOTHING EMPORIUM
Show your Club Support in our regalia!!

T-Shirts, Jackets, Sweatshirts.  
Sizes for All

Call for more information
Roger Bagley (908) 337-4976

roger_m_bagley@yahoo.com
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NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of the

New Jersey Region AACA will be held 
February 4th, 2021 8pm

Please check your email for the virtual 
Zoom meeting link and information.
Contact Bill Pritchett or Rich Reina 

For details on connecting

NJ REGION CLOTHING EMPORIUM
Show your Club Support in our regalia!!

T-Shirts, Jackets, Sweatshirts.  
Sizes for All

Call for more information
roger_m_bagley@yahoo.com

Roger Bagley (908) 337-4976

OFFICERS
President: ..........Art Briggs
Vice Pres: ..........Suds Reddy
Secretary: ..........Greg Roser
Treasurer: ..........Tim Schimmel
Membership: ......Bill Pritchett

WATCHUNG MTN CHAPTER
President: ..........George Ernst
Vice Pres: ..........Robert Cacchio
Secretary: ..........Evelyn Ernst

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ed Geller

Ray Fischer
Wayne Tuck
Jerry Peck

Jay DeBoey
COMMITTEES

AACA Liaison .................Bob Hedderick
Accessories ....................Duffy Bell
Annual Banquet ..............Pat Hogan
Archivist .........................Matt Verzi
Awards ...........................Jerry Peck
Celebrations ...................Brenda Zimmerman
Chief Judge ....................Ed Geller
Clothing  .........................Roger & Kathy Bagley
By Laws .........................Art Briggs
Roadmap .......................Jay DeBoey
Equipment ......................Rich Reina
50/50 ..............................Bob Smith
Parliamentarian ..............Tex Sorrell
Participation Points .........Vince DeLisi
Refreshments .................John Pieczynski
Region Picnic .................Peter Cullen Jr.
Roster Chairman ............Art Briggs
Sergeant At Arms ...........Herb Singe Jr.
Social Media ..................Leif Mangulson
Spring Fling ....................Bill Pritchett
Spring Meet  ...................Peter Cullen Jr.
Sunshine ....................... Sarah Fehley
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Tour Fall Mystery ........... Bill Pritchett
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He Loves it…..You hate it
Time to Sell It The Road Map is the newslet-

ter published monthly by the 
New Jersey Region AACA Inc.  
Reprinting articles and other 
items is permitted providing 
due credit is given to this publi-
cation and the author.

All items for publication must be submitted by the 
12th day of the prior month to the editor, Jay DeBo-
ey, either by email to j.deboey@comcast.net or via 
USPS to The Road Map, 67 Fairmount Road, Long 
Valley, N.J. 07853

Our Mailing Address
NJ Region AACA

P.O. Box 890
Morris Plains, NJ 07950
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